EDITORIAL NOTES

E are proud to announce the following
Honours which His Majesty the King
has bestowed on the Land Army.

The O.B.E. goes to the Hon. Mrs. Burrell,
our West Sussex Chairman since June 1939,
when the first W.L.A. Committees were
appointed.  She is also a member of the
Committee of Management of the Benevo-
lent Fund. By her charm and cheerfulness,
her energy and skill and above all by her
hard work, Mrs. Burrell has set a standard
in Chairmanship which defies competition.
Nothing is ever too much trouble for her so
long as it benefits the Land Army..

Miss Beazley, our County Secretary in
Dorset, gets the M.B.E. and so does Mrs.
Mansell of Denbighshire. Miss Beazley has
worked in the office for six and a half years
and Dorset landgirls and staff are grateful
to her for her unfailing tact and kindness.
Mrs. Mansell has now left the staff after
seven and a half years as County Secretary
in Denbighshire, during which time she did
much to help to settle English girls in Welsh
jobs and became known and loved through-
out the county.

Nine serving members of the Land Army
receive the M.B.E. in recognition of the
length and high quality of their service.
Katherine Alexander, West Sussex. Enrolled
1939. One of our best Relief Milkers.
Joan Bartlett, Dorset. Milking, tractor and
general. Has a wonderful record for time-
keeping and has never overstayed her leave.
Beatrice Cain. Derbyshire. Enrolled 1940.
After five years in one job, keeps milk
records of a herd of eighty cows. Marjorie
Cheston, Nottinghamshire. Enrolled 1939.
Has worked away from home all this time
without asking for a transfer. Now fore-
woman at Bunny Hostel. Tessa Graham,
Pembrokeshire. Enrolled  1940. Has
worked since 1940 on an isolated farm but
is too busy and interested to feel lonely.
Vivien Kipling, Hertfordshire. Enrolled
1940. Has trained 136 landgirls in hand
and machine milking and calf rearing.
Mona  Maekellar, Yorkshire (W.R)).
Enrolled September, 1939, and has been
with her employer ever since. Takes entire
charge of all calves up to ten weeks and of
one-sixth of a pedigree Friesian herd.
Mary Price, Cheshire. Enrolled 1939. Is
farm bailiff to Lord Leverhulme. During

her second year farm profits showed a big
increase. Margaret Saunders, London and
Middlesex. Enrolled 1940. After five years
as a milker changed to market gardening.
Is equally good at both.

Though individuals must necessarily be
singled out for these distinctions and well
deserve them, they are the first to agree that
through their Honours the work of the
whole Land Army is honoured. Whether
we are milkers, forewomen, office staff or
voluntary workers, we can and do feel
personal pride in the recognition of our
branch of the work through some of its
most distinguished members.

PASTURES NEW

Here is this month’s selection of special
jobs:—

Relief milkers still required in many counties
including Hereford.

Forewomen-drivers for Land Army gangs
urgently needed in Cornwall, Dorset, Hertford-
shire, Northants, An%lesey, Flintshire and
Pembroke. Must be able also to act as gang
leaders and fieldwork forewomen. Good pay.

Milking, dciirywork and general farmwork.
Excellent post in Berkshire for efficient dry
hand milker to work under bailiff and be
responsible for calf rearing—must have
experience of Jersey herd. Live in, good salary.

Pest destruction. Three vacancies in Bucks.
Must be car drivers or willing to learn.

Horticulture. Interesting vacancy in Surrey,
rowing crops under cloches and demonstrating.

ive with family.

Experienced gardener required by Bedford-
shire W.L.A. fo take charf%e and work in
county hostel gardens, chiefly vetgetable pro-
duction. Able to supervise work of 11 others—
5 experienced. Salary £4 p.w. Accommoda-
tion smgle bedroom in hostel.

tne following posts are wanted by members

who are experienced workers and who will be
available shortly on completion of their year’s
training at some of the Government Training
Centres.
. Double vacancy in machine milking wanted
in Southern or Home Counties by two friends,
with opportunity of gaining experience and later
taking charge of herd. Free mid-August.

iwo experienced members want interesting
work with Guernsey herds.

Ten members wish to combine secretarial
duties with farmwork. All are well qualified
clerical workers and experienced either in milk-
ing and dairywork, poultry work, tractor
driving, or care of sheep or pigs.

A Yorkshire member wants to specialise in
beef production and prefers an Aberdeen
Angus herd. Very experienced in stockwork.

wo members skilled in horsework want jobs
with a pedigree horse breeder, or general work
with horses.

LANDGIRL'S LIBRARY

Good Poultry Keeping. C. E. Fennor.
(Teach Yourself Farming Series, English
Universities Press Ltd. 4s. 6d.)

Enquire within upon everything summarizes
the character of this book. The author deals
most skilfully with all the different branches
of scientific poultry keeping as practised today.
The book will appeal to all poultry farmers
from the veriest novice to the well established
owner. A chapter on turkeys, ducks and geese
is included, and a most interesting account of
some representative farms. The illustrations
add to the interest of the book. Wisely, the
author points out the difficulties as well as the
advantages to those who may be thinking of
embarking on poultry farming as a career.
From beginning to end the book is full of
information presented in a clear, lucid and most
readable manner, so that it must inevitably
make a wide appeal to all classes of reader.

KD
Also published in this series are “Good
Grassland ” and “ Good Pig Keeping ”, both of
which can be thoroughly recommended.

“ Milk which keeps” is the title of the fifth
leaflet in the series “Making the Dairy Herd
Pay ”, issued free by the Silcock Advisory
Serv1c§, Stanley Hall, Edmund Street, Liver-
pool, 3.

No. 20 in the series of booklets issued by the
National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs
is on Forestry; it costs one shilling and is pub-
lished by the Pilot Press, Ltd. There are
chapters on the raising and planting of young
trees, the protection and thinning of the crop
and on sawmill timber. Like its predecessors
in the series, the booklet is well illustrated.

To Freda Litchfield, 111029, Northants., oi
her coolness and courage in organising ;
salvage corps when fire broke out on he
employer’s farm.

And to M. R. Crierie, 128079. Lancs., wh<
in the National Proficiency Test for Mill
Recorders headed the whole country with 92 |
per cent.

And to Mavis Morley, 136133, Yorkshire
W.R., on becoming the first policewoman to h
stationed at Morley, near Leeds.

And to Rosemary Vince, 138639
Hertfordshire dairymaid, who from ’ si
finalists has won the Herts. Challenge Cup

And to Thelma Gerrard, 2108, Berks wh
since completing a year's training at Newto
Hall, Cambs., has been head herdswoman |
Rooknest Farm, Lambourne. Miss Gerrar
has for three months in succession gained si

marks for clean milk—a result seldor
achieved-

The total number of volunteers in employ-
ment on 18th June, 1947, was 26,670.



CORRESPONDENCE
From a new recruit.

Deiaaig (&tg \isual four weeks W.L.A. training in
milking and dairy work and together with the
other trainees passed a test. However, instead
of starting work on a local farm I had a fort-
night’s training in milk testing and sampling
with the Peterborough Co-op. Dairies. Then
after a further two weeks practical training on
a special farm I was ready to start my work.
Unfortunately we were rather short of relief
girls so I had to do relieving for a while but
it was al]l valuable experience. .
Now I can really do the work 1 was trained
for which consists of assisting in training other
irls in both practical and theory, assisting the
ilk Production Officer in taking samples and
iving demonstrations on farms and stayin%1 on
arms which need practical help for short
periods. It is very interesting and varied work
and I am happy to be in the W.L.A.
Cambs. J. Allison. 178567.

From an ex-member now taking an
Emergency Teacher's Training Course.
Dia(rk}ﬁ gll;[gsr ’the Land Arrnf/—very much. Soon

the mowing machines will be out and then I

shall feel * homesick > .

Apart from this nostalgia, I am very happy
indeed. My fellow students are %rand girls
from all parts of the country and all walks of
life. Ninety per cent of them arc ex-Forces
ilrls with_a genuine sprinkling from the Land

rmy. This has helped considerably in
bridging that awful emptiness and loneliness
that inevitably accompanies one’s release.

have just finished my first <“School
Practice”—a month with a class of bright
thirteen-year-old girls. 1 enjoyed it very much,
after the first agonising moments. In my
geography and history lessons I found my
agricultural experience” very helpful—we were
taking “ Wool, from the Lamb to the Pullover ”
and ““Feudal England "—the girls enjoyed
hearing the little anecdotes which I was able to
use in order to bring home certain points.

Bucks. C. M. D. Upton.53729.

From another old member.

D%{lrgldglt?rrfy four and a half years’ service
with the W.L.A., it was ray pleasure to meet
some of the most charming people I should
ever wish to come into contact with.  The
girls came from every walk of life, from maid
to mannequin, office girl to private secretary,
but in_the W.L.A. they were as one. .

[ will admit there were hard times—in the
summer, when hours of overtime had to be
worked, and in the winter when ice had to be
broken hourly on the drinking troughs to
enable the animals to have water. Neverthe-
less I am sure that despite all these hardships
thousands of other ex-members like myself do
not regret the years they spent on the land.

Bucgs. Fy Ep Dunkley, 82623.

YOUTH AT THE HELM
Over two thousand Young Farmers attended
the Annual General Meeting of the N.F.Y.F.C.
in London in May as delegates of their Clubs,
Thev Droved thémselves to be both good

1 .
geg%%t)ens %Bg \ggr?/dfgvsbgé%rlsts the chief speaker
was Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery who
U4 interesting comparison between the
— > of success n war and in farming. Success
rUKotfi fields he said, calls for planning ahead,
10 the human factor, firmness and
S-UJK~v of purpose, avoiding worry and

Ipjndthina 5, (which he defined as “ inventing

“ fo WHhat you have been

to do"J.” Lord Montgomery spoke hiehly

the value of’the Y.F.C. movement as leading
““a progressive and prosperous ][armin

nmunity ~ “‘J do not need to be a farmer,”

said, ““to realise what that means in terms
ample supplies, not only of food but of fine

n and women
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“RARE LASSES”
A True Land Army Story

morning found the household astir

ﬁn Burton had a new-calved
cow to go to the auction. In the kitchen with
his wife, he tapped the glass. “1 doubt itll
come on ”, he said. “Could be a lot of snow
with this wind.” His wife said nothing. Burton
sighed. “ Mebbe it'll hold off until I get back ”,
he_said.

We Land Girls helped him to get the cow
into the lorry and spent the rest of the morning
carting. The horse was impatient and jumpy
as horses always are in wild weather. Marion
had only been six months on the farm but I
had been there several years and every time we
turned into the wind, f/ looked up at the lon
flat top of the fell. It looked bleak and dead,
the sky above curiously black. I could see the
allotment wall winding its way to the skyline.

“Why so glum?” asked Marion after a while.
“1 was thinking about the sheep ”, I replied.
““I bet they're jolly cold up there!” arion
too looked up at the silent fell. Just then a
snowflake blew past, then another and with an
extra gust of wind came a little flurry. I looked
at my watch. Marion was gazing at the fell,
her face solemn. A slightly sinister air seemed
to have fallen on the dale. Anything might
come out of that dark wind-driven sky. “ We'd
better go and have dinner ”, I said.

By the time we had unharnessed the horse, it
was snowing fast. ““The sheep should be
brought down”, I said.  ““Mm,” said Marion,
“1 bet the Boss is getting wild stuck there at
the auction.” “ We could have a go at bringing
them down ourselves ”, I said. “1 could take
Knight and Bute will run for you.” ‘“Heavens!
We'd never find them!” Marion exclaimed.
“ Half of them will be buried by the time the
Boss gets back. We've got eyes same as he has.
We'll have to try, that’s all.”  Marion was silent
a moment, then she said lightly, “All right,
anything you say.”

We ran to the house and burst in. A
steaming rabbit pie stood on the table and Mrs.
Burton was already cutting the crust.  She
looked worried.  “1 wish he was home” she
said. ““ Never mind, Mrs. Burton, we're going
to fetch the sheep,” announced Marion gaily,
plumping herself down at the table. Mrs.
Burton stopped and glanced shal:pl%r at me.
“We'd better see what we can do, said.

Mrs. Burton looked out of the window. “It’ll
be terrible up there.” “ We'll be all right,” said
Marion. “Keep on keeping on, you know.”
““Well,” said Mrs. Burton slowly, ““I’ll put you
up a bite to eat and some tea in your flasks.”

After dinner we put on our coats and tied
our hats down with string. Then each armed
with satchel and stick, we left the house to get
the dogs. “ Tak’ care o’ yoursels ” Mrs. Burton
shouted after us. With a last wave to her we
started the uphill journey. !

The snow had slackened a bit and we could
see the whitened fell before us.  The dogs
walked soberly behind us, their coats already
filling with snow. At the allotment gate, we laid
our plans. Marion was to take the low side
along the beck while I would take the high side
where the wall ran along the top of the fell. At
the far end, we would meet and drive the sheep
down through the middle of the pasture to the
gate. “ The wind will be behind us once we get
them on to the flat,” I said. Then we parted,
each followed by her dog.  The snow was
thickening again, fine flakes that drove
against the face like needles. At once, I found
myself isolated in a whirling, white vortex.
Bare rocks loomed up black through the snow
and an occasional tussock of bowed rushes
broke the whiteness. Beyond ran the dark line
of the wall.

At first I saw no sheep; then I began to come
on them huddled in bunches in any shelter they
could find. With the dog’s help I got them
turned homewards. After an interminable
time, hoarse with shouting and weary with
stumbling through the snow, I reached the flat
expanse of the fell top. The wind kept up a
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monotonous roar and the whirling snow cut off
all but the closest view. 1 wondered how
Marion was faring.

1 was anxious about the scarcity of sheep.
Had they travelled down as the weather
worsened or was | missing them?  The wall
took a turn and at the corner lay a smooth,
secret drift I peered at it. What might there
be beneath? It was one among many. Km%?t
sniffed at it. Sinking into the soft snow he
pushed his nose in deeply. I took fresh heart.
... The dog knew the erll better-than I. He
began to scratch with his feet, then stood back,
ears pricked. 1 prodded the snow with my
stick. Nothing. en something hindered the

oint. Forgetting my cold, aching hands, I

egan frantically clawing away the snow.
Knight helped and as I stooped low beside him
I could hear him whining. Presently my hand
struck something hard; a horn. The powdery
snow kept falling back, but before long I had
the head and shoulders of the sheep clear. With
great difficulty I managed to pull it out. Behind
it were two others. t last they were all out.
They stood huddled together on the open

round. I sent them down hill before me. Once
their heads were turned away from the wind
they went forward eagerly.

Gradually I worked my way down on to the
flat, collecting little groups of sheep 1 had
turned out as I went. All the time I shouted
the traditional long-drawn “O—ho” to rouse
those 1 might not see. My feet were numb
and unfeeling. Anxiously I looked about but
saw no sign of Marion. T turned my flock for
the gate and sent Knight in wide sweeps to
either side to gather stragglers. He made slow
progress, plunging heavily in the snow.

A few hundred yards further on, I saw
Marion standing, her hands thrust in her
pockets. ““Did you get many? I never saw
you at the top end,” I shouted. ‘I didn’t go
right up,” Marion answered dully, ‘I don’t
suppose there’ll be any there.” I stared at her,
filled with weakness and rage. “ But there are
sure to be some sheltering in those potholes,”
I said. “ One of us will have to go back.”

Marion began to cry. “I've had enough,”
she mumbled. Taking her by the shoulder, I
shook her hard. “Pull yourself together.
You'll have to go and look. You'll soon catch
up. It'll take ages to get these to the gate.
Don’t miss anz.” I'stc;?ped and then added
accusingly, “ They’ll die if you leave them.”

_ Marion regarded me miserably. Then, “ All
right,” she said, and turned back into the wind.

I went on with the flock, weary and anxious.
Gradually my spirits revived. The snow thinned
and then stopped. I refreshed myself from the
satchel and went on again. I kept looking back
and at last saw Marion coming with agout a
dozen sheep . . . worth going back for.

The light was beginning to fail. =~ Marion
caught up. ““I'm sorry,” she said. I think
we've got most of them,” 1 called out as she
went to the front of the flock to urge on the
leaders. How slowly the sheep moved. It got
quite dark. =~ We were beyond tiredness and
trudged on in a dream, pushing the sheep
forward and shouting to the dogs.

Meantime it was dark when John Burton
reached home. His wife had the kettle boiling.
““T’lasses went for t’sheeE right after dinner,”
she said, handing tea to her husband.

~“Did they?” A spark of hope gleamed then
died. “They'll very likely ha’ lost theirsels by
now,” he said. “I'd best go and look for them.”

He swallowed his tea and left the house
again. He walked steadily towards the allot-
ment gate, his dog at heel. The sky was dark
and starless. A sound struck his ears then
Knight's bark followed. He opened the’ allot-
ment gate and there, rushing towards him in the
snow was his flock. Leaning on the gate he
smiled into the dark. The sheep flowed past
him . . . then we saw him.

“Oh” I said. “ We wondered why the gate
was open.

“ You're rare lasses,” said Burton quietly.
Cum. and Wes.  Helga Frankland, 25352.
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GOING TO THE SHOW

By Mr. F. W. Rhodes, Principal of Newton
Hall Agricultural Training Centre, Cambs.

At this time of the year the agricultural shows
are in full swing and all of us, who are able
to do so, decide that we must at least attend the

*
loclaflee Vc?l%‘stion is, is the visit to be looked
upon as “a day out”, a change from the
ordinary daily routine of farm work, or is it to
be viewed with the object of obtaining informa-
tion which will be of use to us in following
our vocation? If we attend simply for the
outing the probability is that we will take
rather a casual stroll round the livestock, have a
cursory look at the farm implements and stalls
and spend the rest of our time watching the
jumping and other attractions in the ring.
Incidentally one can easily waste an hour or

more queu,em%j at the luncheon, tent
for food which by the time we get inside has

m%tgl?ic%iﬁ%?gf: agﬁgWS undoubtedly can be of

considerable educational value if one goes
about one’s visit in the r;lght way. It therefore
should be made primarily with the object of
gaining information, the “ attractions” taking

se(i%n%glaﬁ&t place 1 would suggest an early
start, with a friend if possible, so as to arrive
at the show in time to see the judging of the
stock. Take your lunch with you and on
arrival obtain a catalogue and note the particu-
lar items which you wish to see. Take a small
note book with you in which to jot down
particulars of the things which strike you as
be%ﬁsggglarﬂj (%c%n&l)gljlgggﬁig of the livestock;
you cannot sec the animals properly in their
stalls or pens, hence my injunction to get to
the show early so that you may see the animals
in_the judging rings.. Obviously you cannot see
all the judging so pick out the breed or breeds
in which you are particularly interested and
co?csel?%fléeg[set Otﬁatgl %/I{)lu try judging the animals
yourselt. First pick out say four animals which
you consider the best in the class. You will
not find this very difficult. ~ Next set about
trying to Iplace these four in order of merit;
this, needless to say, is much more difficult.
Judge each animal “separately going carefully
through all the points and making notes as you
go along. A good method 1s to adopt a simple
score card system of judging which enables one
to concentrate attention on those points which
are essential and to ignore those which are of
lesser importance. The following is a score
card as su%(ge ted by Professor H. G. Robinson
in his book “ Good Milk Farming ”, published
by Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd.

(1. Daﬁ%f;lr;@\eﬁed%g lzrll}g%d; straight top line;
legs straight and fine boned;, fine head
and neck; light, clean brisket. 24 points.
jQuality—ﬁne silky hair; mellow and
oose skin of medium thickness. 8§

%m}femment—alen yet quiet to handle.

2). Ca%&?f?ti’br feeding and liVin§. 28 points,
hesi—deep and broad between and
%?zkrl}fgfi—fgégf)l? %s()‘nggagﬁmltgr'ge, with well
sprung ribs and no sign of slackness at
}91“&12'21 lig%%g with strong jaws, and
large mouth and nostrils. 4 points.
3). Mammary development. 36 points
®) Size—l%rge, but not ﬂesh)ll:: with ample
thin silky skin, and free from lumps.

&%ag(e)@iiére—udder carried well forward;

rear-udder well rounded, attached as

hl%h at back as possible; quarters evenly

balanced; floor of udder level (not cut

up between teats); not pendulous. 16
ints.

%gatss— well spaced, of convenient size,
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placed at right angles to udder, easy to
milk and no distension at base.

R?}%S'Veins—large, prominent, extendin
well forward and branched; milk wells
1Iz)1rgfe. 4 poin'[s.1 .

Score eéa?ﬁt gz?c(ﬁeain%)\lp gé%?r’ately, total the
marks and place the animals in order of merit.
Have a good look over the animals again, com-
paring one with another and amend your score
cards’if you think it necessary. When the awards
are out compare your placings with those of the
judges. Do not be disheartened if your placings
do not agree with those of the judges. Remem-
ber that you are only a begiriner and that the
judges are people of long experience who also
have probably had years of practice in judging.
Go round the animals once more an({ try to
find out where you have gone wrong and why
the judges have placed the animals in the
order they have. If you can, get into conyersa-
tion Withyan onlookeyr who isga breeder by all
means do so. He will be able to point out to
you where one animal excels another and give
you much valuable information; most breeders
are enthusiasts and are only too ready to help
yogtwr}{[gsghg%rthog HOWY there is an agricultural
education and advisory exhibit where much
valuable information may be obtained on all
agricultural matters. You should not miss
paying this exhibit a visit. There you will find
advisory officers of the National  Agricultural
Advisory Service who are only too pleased to
help you. Study their exhibit, ask questions
and make notes. It is a good plan to make a
note beforehand of any particular matters upon
which you require information. For example,

you can obtain advice on_subjects such as pest
control, manuring

cropping, “spraying, cultiva-
tions, feeding stuffs alg) ragtiofingy, clean milk
production, _etc- The Advisory' Officers are
appointed for the express purpdse of helping
agriculturalists and may be applied to for
advice at any time. Make a note of their office
address and. telephone number.

e Mimistry of Agriculture has a stall at
most shows displaying their various, advisory
leaflets and bulletins. These are published at a
very moderate price, are written by experts and
give most valuable information so do not miss
haying & 1opk 1M hibits should be visited.
You will see new and improved types of imple-
ments; enquire as to how they work, their
special advantages and what they cost. You
will also see various “ gadgets” designed to
make work easier and more efficient.  Don’t
forget to examine the various makes of milkin,
machines and compare their advantages an

dls@?;/iat‘%aeg fSodstuffs and seedsmen’s stalls. You
can learn a lot there regarding the recognition
of the various foodstuffs, suitability of seed for
particular districts and soils, disease resistant
varieties, etc. o

A visit to the poultry tent will give you an

excellent opportunity ~ to recognise various
breeds of fowls which you have probably heard
of but which you have never seen. Visit
the poultry equipment stalls where you will be
able to see various types of rearing equipment,
fold units and h tG.
Ogturnosst sﬁow%ustﬁse’rg (is a Rural Domestic
Economy exhibit and_often demonstrations.
Here you can obtain information about fruit
preservation, jam making, egg preserving, bacon
curing, etc. L

If you have a camera take it with you. You
may see something of which you would like
to have a photographic record.

At this pTra?r%mg Centre, where, for the
second time, we have some forty-one
experienced members of the Women's Land
Army undergoing a year's training for agricul-
tural careers we have made it a practice to
attend agricultural shows (including the Royal
Show). Our experience is that these visits are
not only very popular but prove a valuable
adjunct to our teaching.

THE DARK CLOUD . ..

Far too many Land Girls have lost personal

groperty without hope of recompense either
ecause they have not thought of insuring their

belongings or because they are quite mistakenly
under the impression that they are covered by
the Ministry of Agriculture against loss through
fire, burglary or other causes.

In case you do not read your hostel notice
board and for privately employed members
who have not got one, we would point out that
the Ministry will not accept any responsibility
for any loss or damage to personal clothing or
property. You are strongly advised to mark all

our personal property with your name, to
eave as much as you can at home and if you
want to be really safe insure everything with

a well known Insurance Company against risk
of fire and theft.

. . . AND THE SILVER LINING

It is very unwise to leave loose money about
the place.” If you have more than will meet
your immediate needs why mnot invest this
surplus each week in National Savings. It
will be kept safely for you and while it keeps it
Srows. e Agricultural Advisory Committee
for National Savings is launching a new “ Silver
Lining” campaign this summer all over the
country. Land Girls supported Savings Cam-
paigns during the war and we are sure they will
do so again with renewed energy when they
appreciate the truth of the saying * Saving's
keeping.”

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Are you finding it difficult to decide where to
go for that longed-for holiday? The Y.W.C.A.
issue a pamphlet giving details of their special
summer centres in Britain and of International
Holiday Camps in_ Belgium, Switzerland and
Holland. Write without delay, if you would
like a copy, to the Holidays Booking Secretary,

Y.W.C.A., National Offices, Great Russell
Street, London, W.C.1.

DESIGN WEEKS

Many of you were }l)robably too far away
from London to be able to visit the * Britain
Can Make It” Exhibition and no doubt the
lengthy %eues prevented others from getting
inside. series of “ Design Weeks ” will be
held in the leading industrial centres of the
country and you may find a lot to interest you
there.

Cities where ““ Design Weeks ” are to be held
include Newcastle-on-Tyne, Manchester,
Birmingham, Cardiff and Bradford. Watch out
for one in your area.

BENEVOLENT FUND

Members who heard the ““Good Cause”
Appeal broadcast by Lady Denman will be
interested to know that, at the time of going to
press, over £6,000 has been subscribed in
response to the Appeal. Over 15,000 grants
and loans have been made from the Fund since
its inception in 1942 involving a total expendi-
ture of more than £124.000. Throughout
the first six months of 1947 grants have been
made at the rate of 520 a month and the
average monthly expenditure on grants hac
been £4,000. Amongst its varied work the FimH
is helping to support members who, through

HnSsSiaPT 4 RSy NSy A1S POV ¢
volunteers who are wunable to meet

necessary expenses for their, rehahjlit*** '
C1vi 1anrﬂfe )f(gﬁowmg service in tﬁehtald Amy.

TO THE NEW RECRUIT
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Unless you want to catch ™iHc ,u-n
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COUNTY NEWS

LONDON AND MIDDX.—On the seventh annivers-
ary of her enrolment in the L.A., Margaret Saunders has
been awarded the B.E.M. in the }éirthday Honours, and we
send her our sincere congratulations. Margaret was
enrolled in our area in 1940, and worked for the next five

ears as a milker in Wiltshire and for a short spell in Kent.

he has been doing market gardening in Isleworth for the
last 18 months. Land Girls in this area are helping the
N.F.U. at Sunday evening concerts given in aid of the Flood
Relief Fund. en of our hostel girls helped to collect at
Southgate on June 8th, and other concerts are being arranged
throughout the summer and autumn.

NORFOLK.—We welcome to Norfolk a large number
of new recruits and hope tk{;\:{y will be happy here. Our
Hostel at Kipton House, easenham opened on Whit
Tuesday and has now settled down to work. We welcome
too. Miss Wellstcd who has recently been appointed County
Organiser for West Norfolk. Mrs. Mead, a good friend of
the Land Army, has been obliged to resign from her mem-
bership of the Welfare Committee and Mrs. Gurney of
Keswick has been appointed in her place. .

Successtul proficiency tests were held during June. On
the 3rd a test in general farm work and field work was held
at Westbrook Green Farm, Diss, by kind permission of Mr.
Rush.  Mr. Rush with Mr. Alston of Frenze and Mr.
Buckpitt of the A.E.C. were the judges. There were four
entrants for general farm work, three of whom were success-
ful and one entrant for field work. The marks gained were
as follows —S. Owen, 864 ; J. Fransham, 86 ; M. Betts,
85£ ; M. Soanes was given 84 for field work. The testin
hand milking was on June 6th, at Manor Farm, Calthorpe,
by kind permission of Mr. Alston who with Miss Tresham,
and one of her assistants from the A.E.C. acted as jud%es.
There were seven entrants, six of them successful. he
results were as follows :—P. Steed, 90 ; 1. Richardson, 85;
H. Spratt, 83 ; M. Stanton, 82 ; B. Loyncs, 77.

NORTH A NTS.—Northamptonshire and the Soke of
Peterborough offer a very warm welcome to all the volun-
teers from other counties, who have come to help them at a
very difficult time. Recrultml% here is always slow, owing to
the number of industries in the county employing women’s
labour. Without the help of our friends from other counties
the work ofthe W.L.A. could not go on. Many hostels have
recently organised efforts to raise money for the County
Welfare Fund which was heavily drawn upon during the
bad winter, and we are most grateful for their help. At the
moment, with haymaking in full swing, arid with a rush of
seasonal work in view after that, our social life is very quiet.
Will all members note however, that we hope to have a
W.L.A. marquee on the show ground, for the County Show
on Sept. 13th, and to be able to make arrangements for
transport from the Hostels that afternoon, ofwhich privately
employed girls tan also take advanta_%e. We also hope to be
1 to arran%e teas, and the commiftee and the county staff
hope to see Vci, many W.L..A. members there, to welcome
employers, present and prospective, and to interview many
new volunteers.

NORTH’L’D.—We are very glad Mrs. Charlesworth
has been able to return to her work as a County Organiser.

Miss E. Davies, Miss E. B. Hogg, Miss E. A. Foster, Miss
M. Robson, Miss M. Tail, Miss 1%/% Salkeld, Miss E. Mennie
and Miss I. Middleton have been to the Square House and
thorougth/IgenJo ed their training in homecraft. Miss A.
Lowdon, Miss G. Henderson, Miss M. L. Scott and Miss
V. Craig have eﬁosz a convalescent holiday at Ashton
Wold. iss A. M. McKenna, Miss D. B. Heads, who have
each done three years’ service, have had a grand holiday at the
Torquay Rest Break House and Miss E. J. White, with seven
{ears’ service to her credit is en oylrg a second stay at

landudno Rest Break House. The County Agricultural
Show will be held on August 21st, 22nd, and 23rd, on the
Town Moor, Newcastle, and the W.L.A. will have a pub-
licity tent. We hope some of our members will be able to
h_eglp. The first weekend ofthe bus strike, we are glad to say,
did not prevent many members from getting back to work
after the weekend at’home. Where there’s a will there’s a
way, and we congratulate those members who were determ-
ined to overcomé the transport trouble and arrived back at
their farms or hostels after long and tiring journeys.

OX ON.—A dance was held on 11th April, at the Town
Hall, Oxford.  There were over 600 people there and they all
seemed to enjoy themselves. The dance was free ‘and
confined to the Land Army and their guests, and we received
a great deal of help from Wardens and District Repre-
sentatives who sent donations and food for the refreshments.
A cabaret done by the girls was a great success.

Mrs. Godfrey Phillips, who has visited the county before,
toured our hostels during April, staying at each hostel she
visited. Her very interesting lectures were much appreci-
ated. She will be visiting us again in October. During the
summer several of the hostels will be holding %ard_en arties,
which should be very enjoyable if the weather is fine for
them as the gardens are ookmgulovely now. At present a
Ministry of Information_ Film Unit is touring the county
giving some very interesting films which we hope everybody
will enjoy. During the autumn we are holding a Handi-
craft Competition and Exhibition at the County Hall,
Oxford, which Miss G. Ashhurst, J.P., our County Chair-
man, has managed to secure for us. The competition will
include quite a large variety of classes including a drama
competition, and there will be a special class for ex-Land
Girls who wish to compet;j.

SALOP.—This county’s first relief milking unit came
into operation during March, with M. Smith, 30763, as
relief milker. Prior to becoming a relief milker Miss
Smith was stockwoman on a local farm carrying over 40
ﬁcdjgrcc milch cows, and we feel that we were lucky in

av1n% so experienced a volunteer available to offer to the
W.A.E.C. The unit is proving highly successful and much
of the credit for this must go to Miss Smith. Incidentally
she is happy about things for two very good reasons. _Firstly
she was seeking the most rapid means of extending her
experience of methods of milk production and the feeding
nnd rearing of various breeds of cattle, nnd secondly she has
billeted on one of the farms * Sally ” the hunter she pur-
chased two years ago. A weekly day offis a grand thing in
the hunting season | We should like to congratulate Miss
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J. Bennett Evans, ex-W.L.A., on winning one of the first
three Nuffield Trust Travelling Scholarships for Young
Farmers. During the war Miss Bennett Evans worked in
the Timber Corps in Shropshire and on her release took a
300 acre hill farm in the south of the county. She sails
this month for New Zealand where she will spend six months
studying methods of farmlrll\% in that count{)y. All good
luck’to B. Gouldboum, B.E.M., ex-W.L.A., 10222, who has
Cl‘OSS?d the border to Montgomeryshire on taking overa 100
acre farm.

SOM.—We were very proud to welcome our Chief
Administrative Officer to Somerset on June 4th. In the
morning Mrs. Jenkins was shown Steambow, where new
recruits are trained, and in the afternoon she discussed Land
Army problems with committee members and District Reps.

In spite of long hours of overtime we hear that some
Hostels are energetic enm\%h to arrar{ljge Sunday trips to
Somerset beauty spots. We are glad to welcome Miss
Hemmingsley and Mrs. Thring as new D.R’s.  As a result
of the Princess Elizabeth Birthday Dance, £25 17s. 2d. has
been sentto the Benevolent Fund.” We were very sorry when
the W.A.E.C. decided that they no longer required W.L.A.
at Flax Bourton. By this time all the girls from this happy
hostel will have sett?,ed into their new surroundings. ’?ge
first relief milking unit has started at Pilton and we hope
soon to have other groups working in the county and giving
a day off to the regular farm worker. Several of our
members took advantage of the invitation to visit Cannington
on June 19th and spent a most interesting time inspecting
the Farm Institute.

STAFFORD.—During April and May three very &)roﬁt—
able dances in aid of the Benevolent and County Welfare
Funds were held—one in the Broughton Parish Room,
another in the Borough Hall, Stafford, and the third in
Beattie’s Restaurant, Wolverhampton. On July 11th a
theatre party for members who were unable to attend the
P{antomlme was held in Wolverhampton—tea at the Regent

estaurant and Ivor Novello’s play *“ We Proudly Present ™
were much cnjojycd. A house warming party at Dunston
Hall Hostel on June 18th was a great success. Friends of
resident members,and parties from nearby camps spent a
very happy evening dancing and playing games. The
recruiting carnR/e[lign has been in full swing during the last
few months. uch interest has been shown in the photo-
gra&/hs of Staffordshire members which have been on display
m Wolverhampton, Hanley, and at the County Agricultural
Show at Walsall.

E. SUFFOLK.—We arc very lucky to have Miss Sapte
with us as County Secretary. She came here in April, having
previously been” Assistant. Secretary in West Sussex for a
year after her demobilisation from the W.A.A F., in which
she had served 61 years. During her three months here
she has covered a lot of ground and seen a great deal of the
county, and has definitely decided that our East Suffolk
countryside has a beauty all its own. .

On May 21st we had’a Farm Party for all our L.andgirls at
Columbyne Hall. This took the form ofhoeing and milking
comg@tjtions sports, sideshows, a talent competition, and an
exhibition of countr dancing by girls from the Sutton Hoo
hostel. Lord Cranbrook opened the proceedings at 10
a.m., and it concluded at about 6.30 p.m., when Miss Bower,
from headquarters, presented the prizes. The weather was
not too good, but fortunately the rain held offand everyone
enjoyed their day out. On May 28th a_Quiz Competition
took place at Bury St. Edmunds before quite a large audience.
West Suffolk, the challenging team, won by several points.
It is hoped to encourage more quiz enthusiasts and to have
inter-hostel competitions during the autumn and winter.

W. SUFFOLK very much enjoyed the W.L.A. Inter-
County Agricultural Quiz, which took place between East
and \%est Suffolk, on May 28th. Both counties were

articularly pleased to have Mrs. Jenkins for the event.

he National Farmers’ Union presented a magnificent rose
bowl to West Suffolk, the winners, and we hope another year
some other counties will try and wrest it from us. We note
from LAND ARMY NEWS that Berks, and Essex are also
interested in agricultural quizzes | Lakenheath Hostel has
now reopened after the flood disaster and we wish these girls
a happy return. An abundant number of new recruits have
recently arrived and we welcome them to this county. The
reliei milkers are really doing well and we hope soon to have
five units running smoothly. Farmers in other areas are
clamouring to come into the scheme as soon as Land Girls
and billets are available. We had Flenty of visitors to the
W.L.A. tent at the County Agricultural Show, and it was
nice to see so many friends nnd interested strangers. Forth-
coming activities include the Inter-Hostel Gardenin
Competition at the end of Julg/, a gymkhana at Leavcnheat]
for the Benevolent Fund, and a milking competition in the
early autumn for the £10 prize awarded by the Suffolk
Agricultural Association to the best milker in_the County.

e. arc very grateful to East Suffolk for taking over our
Umlorm Department, and from July 1st all uniform will
be issued from Ipswich.

—  —Itis with regret that we have to report that
7=z |dbot, Chairman of the Surrey County Committee
has haq an operation, but although she will not be able to
take any active part for the next few weeks, she is keenly
interested in all that is happening. Miss Sumner, County
Organiser, is leaving us at the end of June, as we are only
going to have three organisers. i .

Several members fook part in the Guildford Festival
Week ; some were in the Carnival procession where they
looked very nice in a decorated S.W.A_ E.C. lorry and others
were in the march past and parade. Health lectures given
in recent months have been so well attended that others are
being arranged in some of the hostels this month. Six
volunteers from various counties are working at the Royal
Horticultural Society’s Gardens at Wisley on the American
Lend Lease Seed Trials. A number of our volunteers have
been to Ashton Wold Convalescent Home and we have
received 1v%lowmg accounts of the way they have been looked
after. any very grateful letters have been received trom
volunteers who have been helped by the Benevolent Fund.

E. SUSSEX.—Mr. Mann is again organising a Horse
Show nnd Gymkhana, this time in aid of the Fletchin
British Legion and the W.L.A. County Welfare Fund. It
will be held on 27th August, at Athcraﬁ’s Farm, Fletching.

The Lewes Club finished a very successful season on June
5th, when Mrs. Brooke entertained over 30 members to a
party at the County Office. The surprise of the evening
was a visit to Glyndebourne and a tour of the Opera House
conducted by Mr. Christie. Five of our volunteers have
mushed their year’s Agricultural Course at Plumpton and
further vacancies have been offered us for September. A
hostel at Brighton for 100 girls is opening this month. This
is the first hostel to be opened by the W.L.A. in E. Sussex
and we are anxious to make it a great success and a happy
home for all those who live there. The girls will be em-
ployed on market gardening or with the W.A.E.C.

). SUSSEX —The Land Army in West Sussex feels
highly honoured that its County Chairman and a Land
Army member both figure in the Birthday Honours List.
The Hon. Mrs. W. Burrell has received the O.B.E., and
Katherine Alexander, a 74 year member now working as a
relief milker, has received the B.E.M. We feel that both
honours are richly deserved and we arc delighted

Everyone has been hard at work and there has been little
time for social activities, but two expeditions to visit special
farms have been very successful. 30 members visited the

Lconardslea gardens and also saw the Dexter and

Red Poll herds, by kind invitation of the Dowager Lady
Loder. On 8th June, 85 Land Army members and repre-
wentaltlves from all over the county availed themselves of

[r. H. Tl_l[qlpcr s imitation to go over his 2,500 acre farm at
Hignor. ey spent an enthralling afternoon seeing his
bhorthom herd, the gram dryer, the Roman Villa on his
land, and then after a sumptuous tea, were taken in lorries
oyer the downland he had reclaimed and shown the crops and
his herd of Southdown sheep. It was a truly memorable
occasion. . Worthin%hW.L.A. club held a delightful birthda;
party (their 6th) in their committee member’s garden, wit
two birthday cakes and played progressive games. A LA
member, Betty Green of Henfield, was lucky enough to be
chosen to go to Fraln%e as one of the representatives of the
Young Farfmers’ Clubs.

N. WALES.—To Denbighshire we extend a warm
welcome and we join in their congratulations to Mrs. Mansell
on her honour in receiving the M.B.E. Our second
handicraft competition rivalled the first both in standard and
variety and we would specially mention Miss M. Cave and
Miss D. Watkinson ; the special 1Iirlzes given by The Lady
Kathleen Stanley and Mrs. W. H. Wynne Finch went to
Miss Sophie Pritchard and Miss Olive Bateson. The
inter-hostel Tidiness Competition succeeded beyond all
expectations and in congratulating Eryl Arran who were
awarded the first prize we also compliment Glynyweddw and
Menai Bridge who were awarded the second and third
prize respectively. Recent activities have included leather
classes and another tour \li;/ Mrs. Podger of the Central
Health Council. The N.W.A. commitfee has arranged a
competition confined to privatel
the area for the best ““ Illustrated Diary,”” with prizes of two
guineas, one guinea and 10'6d. It was sad to close Coed
Pocth and Glynyweddw hostels, but we are pleased that the
volunteers have remained in this area. We are very glad to
welcome Mrs. Daniel Pritchard and Mrs. Mather who have
agreed to act as representatives for us at Menai Bridge and

enbighshire. = Our good wishes go to Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs.
Odbert and Miss O’Grady and a warm welcome to Mrs.
Kerfoot Evans and Miss K7 Jones.

WILTS.—Miss Prideaux has unfortunately had _to
resign from her post as County Secretary owing to her
father’s Bl-health.. We are very pleased to welcome in her
Plaﬁe MlsilBurbury, who was formerly an assistant secrctarY
n Hampshire.

Congratulations to_Wcstb Hostel, who entered a
tableau vehicle m the Westbury 'Whit Monday Carnival and
won tlurd prize. By kind permission of the manager of the
fhe ~nl.hhv “Trec™jtin8 speech was made from
the stage by Barbara Curtis. She was supported by several
volunteers.” As a result of this appeal some new recruits
have been enrolled m the Swindon area. The W L A
stall at the Trowbridge show looked most attractive'
Thanks are due to the organiser, assistant secretary and office
staff who so willingly helped with this stall, dthough the
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In the latter event two of our recorders nrtni”“rSt 8j?n
positions :  Miss M. Murrant with 80.5 per cent
and Miss P. Ratcliff with 77 per cent.” nt'
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followed the severe weather of Februn” and March ~ oUr

hostels at Selby and Polhngton were flooded and the vnlnn
teers were evacuated for a tew days—then as the J-
Goolc area was completely under water a large numbe/of
naval personnel were instafled at Pollington hostel fornnmn
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to Pollington from 17th A(fril until 7th June, as 30 men
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marks

hnfrV1 0,22ntd Mv at 7 P-m-  Holden Clough
~nCg|0n 21st JI1110’ and the volunteers have been
1° Skipton and Settle. The W.A.E.C. have
hn« | ISnowlcs Hall, Mirfield, to be used as a L.A

5?T™]—rbe alterations are now in hand nnd it is hoped that
me stall will be able to go in at an early date in order to get
everything rendy for the volunteers. "A rally was held on
26th” April in St. George’s Hall, Leeds, at which the Lndy
Mayoress of Leeds, Lady Martin, presented awards to five,
six ‘and seven year volunteers.

Wt. 9504/78598





