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I run s o very p l ea$ ed jco have ·_ th i s oppor~lln i t y or' sp eo:k:in g' to 
th e Women' s J-:lc_n~ /l.r rriy , -. vrhose Po.t ron I have been f or · t be. p ast: -
n i n e ye o..rs. 
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. A F arew e ll P o.r ade n.lway s ha s sor:1ething about it that _is sad, 
· but whe ri" i t mar ks the cul min a ti on ·or o. l on g and hon ourable history , 

o~r fee.rin gs are qhi efly o_f p ri de o.n d gratitud e , This .is oe rta i n l y 
so to - day~ _ ·-, · · 
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'.:(:he stor y .-of the _ -Land · A~my . ha s b een one -of o.. gr ea t . ;r·espo n se by 
the vmmen · cif ·our · count r y tci t he c a ll ·_of duty in t h e n o:Gi on 's hour 
of da n ger an d n e ed . ,, ' 

. They cou l d not have don e mor e for their country than th ey di e . 
· By t he i r eff orts th ey hf ~ped to _e0s ur e th a t our country contributed 

i t s u t mos t to war ds i t __s fo nd supp li e s on _d f or this the nation ovves 
th em an ev erlas ti n g d~b t. 

The -~7ome~1 t s Land Army ha s a l way s b ee n r e cruited fro m volunt ee rs, 
and I li ke to th i nk th o..t i t _s gre a t e st s tr ength lay in th e fr e e 
sp iri t whic h h as o.l way s in sp ired the peo p le of th e se Isl an ds to 
t he ir gr ea t es t a chi evemer...ts. 

The Lillld .Lr my o.ttr a ct ed gi:rls fro m every kind of differ ent 
occupa ti on o.~d I ho..v e a l way s adn ir ed th e ir coura ge in r e spondin g s o 
r ,e ad il y t o 2. c a ll vrhich t he y lmew must bring the m not only ho.r d ship 
o..nd s ometi mes l on e liness, but oft en dD.nger. 

By t he ir h ard vmrk and po.tient endurance th ey oo.rned 2. nobl e 
sho..r e i n t he i E1mens e ef fort which co..rried our country to victory. 
Yet t he ir t ask did n o t end when the war was over, for th ey stay ed a t 
t he ir pos ts through the difficult years th a t follow ed. 
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Five thousand of those Yrho servea. in the Lema Army ho.ve 
decided to ,remo.in ,oh. th~ !pnd. -~ · TGe~~ can be nb ~ie~ter iribute 
thon this to the ho.ppiness :rii th ' vrliich their • vvorlt rewarded them. 
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Now the time ho.s come ' to ·sn.y· g~od-bye, because the job ho.s 
been done, but the sadness which rnnny will feel o.t the part in g, 
sh ould be out:weig~~d by _ pride · in the achie.,.rement. ,,. ·Moreover, 
the Land Army will not, in any. case, be only o.n. affectiono. te 
memory, sin9e it vrill live sti~~ . in the shape of· the tho~~ -3.nds 
of meinbe:f:s . :vvho h0,ve;;_· s·et tled d-ovm · in the countryside as the .wi yes 
of farmers o.nd fo.rn --vrorkers ~ or who are themselves cont inuing to 
work in o..gricul ture when the Orgcmisation itself comes to ·an end. 

,· I thank y9u al l for the ' splendid service you have given your 
co\mt ry! · In . field and _forest, gn.rden and orch!=)..rd and dairy, the 
w6~ck of .the · Vfomeh ' -s Larisi Army ho.s· alvmys been worthy of the ageless 
traditions of those . who bo.ve toiled for _the lond they loved. · 

· ·. t kno;w .th at the whole . no.tion wi11 join with rne in wishing 
you iill go_od ··fortune · for the future. 
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