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Wartime songs and. memories for ex-land army girls 
THERE was singing and dancing at 
Gissing Village Hall when more than 30 
ex land army ladies met up for their 
annual reunion on Saturday. 
The ex land army ladies are women 
who worked on the land while the men 
went of to fight in World War II. 
Every year the women who worked on 
land in Norfolk and Suffolk meet up and 

for over ten years Bunny Snelling, who 
lives in Tivetshall, has been organising 
it. 
This year they all sat down for a buffet 
lunch and afterwards gathered round 
the organ to sing wartime songs 
together. There was also some 
dancing. 
Bunny said: "It was lovely to sing all 

the old songs together." 
Unfortunately it will be the last time 
Bunny, who is 82, will be able to 
organise the event because she has 
lots of other commitments. 
Now a lady from Hempnall has said she' 
might be able to take on the annual 
reunion but the event would have to 
mQ__ve from Gissing. 



Tel: 
Writtlo 313 

Doar Miss Hayne, 

, .. )! iL1JN Is RMY 
·:·,sno x Cot nt y Corm tto e , 

Tl - . ri 1·, , 

','ri ttl 0 , 
C.1 l : ..:,ford . 
16th April, 19+7. 

Thi. ,s i s to t 0 ll you t h'"'.t :ran . . r u ,:;r r.uYbd i''.i.lli rt,· l · n "' 
fr on th o ·.·.'ouon' ;::: 18.nd Ar1:~}r 1ri..th .. :i.·: ,.·e t : r :i 19th April, 1947, 
and ['. Rol u:H:o Cortific nto ir. ; cnel1.., 

I Y,':\ nt you to k.nrn: th :':c ':· c,11r bn.r d ·Y.'or k .:rli.l ,"l. :10 1bor of t o 
Land Ar r-:ry h.1.0 boo n vcr? mlu ;:i.bl o t 0 ·Gl1u c :-tu iJ·' of Food ?.ro cluc ·(,ion . n tl I 
,.-oulc.1 lik e to th ri.nk you for n.11 t h ~.t :~ou lY vo clono .. 

ii.:i.11 you l)lcaco r e turn a ll y our u 1n.f'or u to J: 1rc ol l C l o , ··i..ri ttlo , 
Nr . Chcl noford in a clon.n ctnd laund or ud c ondition (cvo i f in b1.d ,nli. ·~ion 
it ):.u:.::t be r e turn e d for s~ lv n.r;o), to~oth or ,:.d. t h ~~M.~, r)u· :1boot D :-t .J 
to1. ol s, t i:i..th th o exception of 0 .10 shi..rt .1.nd ono rn ir of sh oos ~ n no 
ovorc or,t, ·,:'h.i.ch ~rou r.ny r c t.. .... i n. J?l0~.:.:o bo ::..·ur o t o nut, :· our n: - 10 , n ,. 
rrunbc r in c:.iJto th e µ1.rc ol (i :f nr1..rri o d pl c;1.. oG cu oto ~01.1.r n d. on n .. '\fJO :--.o ,roll 
:xu t he :J .. "t.rl'i e:d nri.no.) I f , ho '."roVDr, you r\.TO li l-:oly to oon-tinuo , .it h _ trt­
ti nc 1.."..ncl '\.' ark ::-i.nd , .d. ch to buy r1.ny of th o f oll m .'i !){; i t o:1s, ·.d.11 ~ au ~:i.ndl y 
fil l in o.nd r oturn tho n:ctach od oli u tc ruth .... ~r \ .i th ·t n o:.:t..1.l or dor: -

~ ~ . 
Br·0ochoo , 0vorri.11 Cm.t o, :aooto, Lce:;[_,i.11[::..:, Gw..:.bo ot o ,. All oth e r u nif or::i 
c::c cp t th e ::.:hi rt, i::;hooo ~1.ncl ovc rcw.t ::i..lr•:::~dy 1·1orrtion o d, ·1u ;:;t bo r 0 turn 0 d 
Qi., L'..l1J' c ru p on bonu r.; duo to J'OU ·,!ill not bu c0nt unt i l thi D i ::: don.a . 

,;:.5.11 you plu ,J.. oo oiG n ,1.nd r eturn th e .Ytt o.ch ocl r (io i pt for t ho 
fr e:o urri.f' or r.1 rou r ote.in. 

I ,. 
undur r.;t an d I LIU.c 

Br uoch oo . 

Ovcr n.11 C or,.", 

:Miss M.L.Hayne, 
21, The Heath, 
Elm stead. 
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Ac 

... ; .L, 

Yonr :.., oinc or oly , 

~~1~ f . County Sccr d u ry. · 
,~ r ... -

WOMEN'S LAND ARMY lENGLAND & WALES). 

ELEASE CERTIFICATE. 
R f E I d and Wales acknow ledges 

W 's Land Army or ng an 
1he omen . · by . t· the services given with apprec1a 10n 

Mis.s ... M ... L .• H.ayne ...... .. ... ........ . 
................................................. . ber for the period fro m 

h h been an enrolled mem 
w o as . 194 7, 

43 19th .;p~J, ............... . 
h March 19 to ................... . 

...... d.3.·~:~ ... ~h~~-.. d~;--b~-~~ .. granted a p'i\1~ : ~:: 1~f ~~ 
an \ f 't ~ .......... ~ 

16/ 1 J47 1:> . ...................... W•~;~-~~:~ .. { ·;~O A RMY, . 
Date ......... : .... - · :.':tl ... .... ~ .................... . 
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PRIVATE R. D. WINGRAVE ..: r;HSS J. M, :1. dashin g fii;u re in n. miufature snHor 
EMENEY su it-. 

:i Mem bers -Of til e Womeu 's Lo.nd Army 'l'l1e ce,r emo 1iy · ,ras con du cted l,y tl ie 
- formed a, {l'unrd of l10J1our out sid e ' t.l.e Rev. Jos eph Pearce of ....B.right1i1P sea :111d 
,-1 l~lm stc a d i\1et,hodist CI.Jnroh ou Sut ul'ctay , t he llest mnu wa-s a friend ol' th e brid e-
0 wb e11 th eir colleague Miss Jon n hlny gr oom who is serv in g il1 the sam e un it 
v l~111eney" yo un ge.r da ,u gb te L' 01 ~fr- a,nd I us hiDlsell'. '.rhe. hymn "Lea.cl us, He:l.ven . 
,-i Mrs. _l>nvl tl Emc n ey or J!:lul s t€u d llon.t ll., l t Fut ,b~t· l ead us" wn.s su.-ng and l\Ir s . 
rJ mrurr1 cd Pri vate Reg inald Don a-Id Win· ( ox . t he or gani s t . nJso played th e de­
:i gra.ve . y oung est son of Airoraft-1naJ1 a.I11l Jig11tfnl ballad " l'Tl Walk Besid e Yoo." 
i:: 11.fr~. Cha rl es . i\V'ingrave of Romiord. 'l'he chur ch was prettilv. nccora.ted . · 

1 Given away l>Y he1 • fn.t-b eL', the bi-ide As tb e h ap py_ couple left the church 
G IY:\S cJmrmingly utt -ir ect in an m1lcio Lh cy w e 1·a gre e ted by tbe g uard of 
i1 lengt ll gowu of. whit e satin with ,a veil honour comQosed of members of U1e 

~ 
nn d 11,en.ddr ess of ornng-A ulo sso m, whicll ~Vomen:S Land Ai•my in which the h!ide 

r wns luudl_v, leut by n. rde nd. She wore 1• serving . Thr ee h or seshoes were g iven 
· white sho es imd carried n, bouque t of r ed to th e b,ride., iJ1.clu,dini;r an.e which wos 

car nation s. pre sent ed by the little page. 
'l'he brid e's 011ly sis ter :Mrs. R . A. Par- A reception was a.fterwa. r ds held - n.t 

kcr was 11uttr6'n -on -honbur. She wore a tll e "Ros o and Orown" 1111-d 46 guest s a t-
~ gown of val e g,reeu Jaoe over taff e~a,. ten ded_. :fyLanl(. useful gifts . wei-0 receivC'd . 
~ w,ith a, headdr_ e,ss to match a-nd C.-'U'T1ecl Lat pr Private a.nd Mrs. W.rngrave set out 

,

• ::i. po-s~' o-f :;ra -pe }Jyaoimtbs. Her !but ter- on 1,'hei r hon ey moon which is l~ing spe u t 
fly bro och wn,s the ~ilt of th e brid •e- at Woodbrid g·e. Su ffolk. 'l'be. bJ"ide tr a ­
g-ro om. • veiled in a tweed cost ume with acce sso-

1Vfnster lli cliard E'rne ney n ephew of 'th e ri es to tone . Her bro wn leather hand, 'ba g 
bricic. w;, E "the l ittle pag ,e and he look ed wa s the brid ~g,ro om 's g if t , 

' ' 

&- ~, 

. ; 
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WOMEN'S LAND AR:tv1Y 
Institute of Agriculture, 

....................................................... Es.sex ......... County Committe e 

BS. Writtle, Chelmsf or d . 

Writtle 274 • 20th pr ~l,, l 94J • 

Dear Miss Hayne, 

Your land army paper 
nowk 9o~ppete and I understand yo~ !;! · c~!"m!~ orh the. War Agricultural 

. e w o wish to keep you in thei·r service. 

ratif. I am therefore formally 
tod yl.!}.g2 tyour ~ppointment as from ay, ~O·h April. 

etc . I enclose you Wages Sheet 
' 

Yours sincerely, 

0( rganising Secretary ~ 
Mrso Solly-Flood) ' 

Miss M.L. ·Hayne 
21 The Heath, ' 
Elmstead, 

nr. Colchester, Ex. 

,1Y. 

L. J. t '(' 
~ ~-. ·' 

x In 

\ 

f 
d , 

0 2.· ..'...~,.wx. ~ , _ :. '",) r f t l r 
·::; I ·;-(..1 0 ::1 ; ,) 1 .• , _. t ·::~~1·!-l 
gs • 

l t ur 

• 

n . .:.<:: f\."-. ~ ~ ~ ~- \ -- - ~ "~ -- )'f---=x::= _ _ _ 

··:ho i,•·i _l -~ . , ~ · :.. , ! '\ 

!l "'V C' r ~:i. . · 
al . ay s bo 

t at iv c i~--'1 -+--=-=-=---=t-

r.t i tt .t c to " c or ·.1: i t,. 1.,0 ,_.i t! o yo 
:..:: yo, cc hc l n qr ud ..:..Ge- of W1 ' k i n . 

·}'.~~l y So·~i ct - o tL c ,.. C:-. t i buto r 
.o s o c,t onc 0 . 'l'h c ,:;,:;c. 1,- ,ont ri buti ons to 
;-:, ·v!'\l u :::c h e l p i f JOU G oul c .... i ll . 

~c th e !)ri v at o c!'!l.p l o' co of t c f .· r f or 
ty h i · .. a nd may b e di srri. ,,Cld b TI e ; 

)Jao s : B ' __ o L-:md J....rr:.1y o..s c i tn .. owbcr s 
~ vncc , he· t he con t c-1pl nt ~ l,;h ging ·obs . 

( 

.. 

I 

c tq t he Count~ Sc cr 0tei.r yJ i s po s n · e ro- -.. 

you no C,1· ·-; u V.J.. . '· c.·. , ·· -- •· -

~::.,JJ.' i ::..1 a ,.-10r ki n g 0. O D.nd ~,ou rr c not obli gr·d 
y0u Y-: :._1 . 1~ : ·n not '\.'C9.r i . u.r:i:. 'orr J ·,:i ll 

K.:n.bor i: ; th o b.::.st p u li ci t y _or · . _j .J.ny.--/ 

Your ini ti c-.l i ss ue of uni f or n Yri l l . be :-

f prt±J:--b-rccehos. 
'1 -i'-;ool l Fn nullov0r, 
1 nrs. stod ;::in:::-G. 
2 l)r s . sli iYpor soc ks . 

l -.?he:~ ::; .~w~1boots a.r e--

E.r; c:ox [-3. 

§ur :2l oriont 2.r;v 
I E.i:,uc.· .::.f t or one 
-th'' · . non s s er vi ce , 
1 pr. br ooch c f' . 
J -or ,:,. · s t oc~·d!l r·c . 

1 
J 
? 

~- -- - Yi.OMEN I~ WJJ iilll \';:'f. 

1 
1 

E,s s ox Count y Conr,1i t t oe . --- ·---"'-------------

p:-. 1.n-' . . 
1 '\'cl lc: 1 1 tl .:.o\· ,r . 
1 )l: "l"Or. or ~JOOt' "' • I V ., •J - • • 

2 !)r .:. :.:li · ,t,or s o -..., ; . if 
· .r . ~ca u:.:,.... 

,. , r - . ,1w 1 ":..r ,..,, ... ) c:. !.: ... ·- • u. j c. _. • u 

1 Ov - .c·,.11 co ; t ) or 
2 ov r r t-.l ! r,0 .. t (" & 
1 _ r ~ · . i!:CI' C C ::; • 

1 H rtt . 

oot. .s---. -

- ----
/­

---

t , 

1 

In s titut r- of .\ r:ri culur c , 
Vi.RITTLE, Ch::):µns fo r d .. 

lq _)ril 21 st 19 43 . 
Doc.r !. :is s Ha.me , 2 S!·ti r tr; • ----· 

--- ·= -:, 

Your p a.per s ,~r s no·,·: conp l ot c and 
your Land Ar my number i sl.16554 .Pl ca a!D 
quot o this n un1bor v1hO.n vrri tin g to th o 
offic e • 

I enclos e hor m·:i th your ba dge mid 
shall be gla.d if you -·ri l l si gn th 0 
att.:.1.chocl r occipt e.nd r et urn it to me 
rri t hout delay. 

-

6 prs . ctod d.·yrs . 
- 'J 

1 pr . 1-:;u:·:boo t :J or subatit.u±,c.---" 
boo t s ·· i -r.h. .J,..e;r, , . · ' r • . . 

-----
. 1 

f 
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WOMEN'S LAND AR?v1Y 
Institute of griculture , 

···········•• ........................................ Essex ............ County Committe 

BS. W ·t ri tle, Chelmsf or d . 

Writtle 274. 20th 

Dear Miss Hayne, 

Your land army pa 
now 9o~plete and I under stand p;r s are . 
c~:t~forhthe. Wa..r Agricultur alu are 

. e w o wish to keep you;~ thei·r service. ...u 

r tif . I am therefore form ally 
toad y'J..1).g2 tyour ~ppointment as fro m ay, .20· h .pril. 

etc. I enclose you Wages Sheet 
' ' 

Yours sincerely, 

O(~ganising Secretary, 
Mrso Solly-Flood) 

Miss M.L. ·Hayne 
21 The Heath, ' 
Elmstead, 

nr. Colchester, Ex. 

,lY • 

·LJ. t '(' 
\J '-:· . ·• . 

x In 1 ur 
, 

\ 

.. ..,.,. ·.-.. r.-1 
' 

·o 

,-, · ~ ~R ~ 
, (., - -· - . --\~ ~ . - ·--

··· l O ·:·i _ .1.. • -. ' . \ "\ ) 
\,,,I .. • .. 

ll V C" {' L:i. • . . . r 
,.\. ..1· -

al .my~ be 
t ativ 

.st i ·t .t c t o "'0C 0 1' ·.1:iJ v;-, 1.,0 ·i ··'..1 . your 
i f 0 1 1 cc . c 1 n or u i · ~c:: o:f · i n • 

-~,.~.) So::i ot · o tic - - ,-t1Lrib o 
.o s o c.t onc e . T1 c .:0cs· ly contri lions to 
, ., · ".lu :; · 1.c l p i f JO U :::; o 1ld ..... i ll . 

~c; th e )ri v at o or!nJl o· co of t c f .· r o .. ~ 

ty h i n a nd may b o di sr:ri. c- ,>~d b i.!. • TI e 
)J Gcs : BUT t..ho L1.nd Ar• y nsl s i ta .. C;'lbor s 
~_ynco ·i1hcn th e co . t c=.ipl nt~ vh ging ·abs • 

•. 

t to t he Count, Sc cr 0t ary , i po e be r o- ... 

2·.:.J.r i :.J a ~.-ror i 1:; o. o a nd ,,ou ~ r e not obl ig c·d 
~/ ciu •.f:. :...1. /· :en not ·,.•c~1ri nc 1...1.f'.i -·orr ·.,ill 

you Yrc 0.1.· .·1vu..L . , .... · -·-- -· .. 1on.bcr i :; \h o b . .:;ct pu li ci t fo r t, .t J.'D:f 

Your i n i ti ::-.l i s su e of unifor L1 Yrill . be :-

~ • .... - b...,,,..., . .., "''no .... · .J.. P<"l.I.L . .L v l , L .. , 0 • 

'1 

~ nr s .. st o.ck i n:: G • 
pr s . sli !)p or so cks . 
l_7hr,r -~ ,:...;ur1.boots ar c 

§~ pl on cn t c~1l 
I s:mc.· L.f t or on" 
;;; th' s s orv i c., , 
1 pr. br ooc hes , 
) nr .::; • . st 8c'.:'.:. :'1.r• :_:: • 

p; . ln ·, • 
1 'r•e,llc.::1 1 11.:..o,. ,r . 
1 l ' t' l)l : • ..,.;Or,_; or :)00 '""• 

/ 

1 
J 

E :JDOX [-3. 
2 Jff:: • . __:l i · ,i.,r;_ so -::; ~ if . ~ oot.o ---- · -

1 
1 

1 

··- --- --}~JL~.]2 iillkY. 

Essox Count y Cor.12;.ii tt oo . ---- -~ . _...._ __ 
I nc titut c of ~~s ri culu.r c , 
WRITTL:G, Ch:)imsf or d . 

I p r i l 21st 19 4 3 . 
DoG.r His s Hayne , 

Your p D.p c r ::; .:1.r s no '.:: cor:plo t 8 an d 
your Land Arny number i sll 6554 .Pl oas11J 
qv.ot o this numbor v,h~n -rrri tin g to th o 
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att cLchocl r occipt c1.n d return it to me 
rri ti'wut delay. 

-------

.. YourG sinc c r o ly 1 
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\ I., 0 • • I '"rg D.n1a1ng Socro1::.~.ry. 
~ (.Mxa. Solly-Fl bod). ,I 
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By this personal message I wish to express to 1·ou 

iass M.1. HAYNE 

my appreciation of your lo)'al and dett•oted ervzce 

as a member of the Women's Land Army from 

30t h March, 1943 to 19t h Apri l, 194 7. 

Your unsJJaring efforts at a time when the victory 

of our cause depended on the utmost use of the 

resources of our land have earned for ) 'OU the 

country's gratitude. 



LIN DA 
As J-+Bocr 

12.0 ~ reo 
'The Lunchtime 
Show 
With K EITH SK IP PER 
Ph one-in s and consum er 
advi ce, a r ecipe a nd 
Pu b-of -th e-Wee le. 

"Q._~o ~~\t. . 

~~ ~ lt ~ I 

'-0 L 'A 

·women's Land 
Army reunion 

Sir - Thirty-fiv year ago in 
October 1943, 7 900 land girl 
were emplo ed in England and 
Wal and 164 of th e volunteers 
worked in orfolk. 

If any of your readers were 
amon . th girls they may b 
interested to know that a WLA East 
of England reunion will be held in 
Sc. Andrew s·. all, Norwich on 
Saturday, Mar_eh, 10,th 1979 _and if 
they write to -·me, enclosing a 
stamped addr· ed envelop 1 ~ill 
be pleased to let them have details. 
- Yours faithfully, 

•.(Mrs.) FR fEI;>A FEETHAM. 
· 1, Denton Road 

Norwich. ·.~ 

, l 

'/f...!k,--i I Ou re 

19 81 · / r; ic/ 8 )o t~'=·~ /0 1,ri~: £.s/4/e· 

1-t-

. 

he.:; . a~j It 
;Ye) jd!J 

REMEMBER 

HARVEST 
HOME 

with the 

LAND GIRLS· 

GRESSENHALL 
September 27tb," 1981 

_023 

'klo.men!t .e~ ./l'Unlf' 
ReuHJ,o.n 

SUNDAY 27th SEPT. 1981 
1 p.m. to 6p.m. 

RURAL LIFE MUSEUM 
GR ESSEN HALL 

NR. DEREHAM, NORFOLK 
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BURY ST. EDMUNDS 
BUS SERVICE 

EYE TOWN HALL 

on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5th, 
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... ,, 
iorf' o lk Co ll ege of Agriculture and Horti cu lture 

E~ ton, Nr. Norwich, NR9 5DX. 

11 a . D,. - 5 p . m. Saturday 27th September, 1986 . 

Coll eg e P r inc i pal Mr. D. N. Crowe , BSc. , F~AgS ., has kindly in vit ed ex ­
W. I. A. / Timb er Corp s v olunteers to h old a r eunion at the Norf o lk Colle e 
of Agric u l t ure and Hor ti culture, ( a djoining th e Roy al Norf ol k Showg r oun d 
on the JJ+7) . 

Progr amme 

11. 00 a. m. - 12. 25 p. m. Membe r s will be ab le to look a round the 
College g roun ds . 

12. 30 p. m. - 01. 55 p. m. Tunch ( plea s e bring your own pac~ed lunch) 
and mardle time. 
Drinks will be av&ilab]e at the Ba r. 

02. 00 p. m. - 02. 25 p. m. Introduction and welcome by Princip a l 
Mr. D. N. ~ rowe, BSc. , FRAgS. 

02. 30 P• m. - 03. 55 p. m. "The "#omen's land Army" - sketches by the 
Hethersett Back to the Land team. 

04. 00 P• m. - 05. 00 p. rn. Notices. 
Tea and biscuits~ 

If there is suff:icient ciernand for transport from in anc3 c1round T,orwich, a 
bus service wil1 be arrar: 6 ed; further information ca n be obtained by 
enclosing a sta.rnpecl self acklressed envelope when appl :1ing for t icketsa, 
oetails will then be s ent advising if transport has been booke ci , Bnd if so, 
the fare and timetable. 

To obtain r eunion tick e ts please complete the fonn below an d rP-turn to -

Mrs :B rieda 1''~etha .rr., "Ha 7 J owe en'' Chu.rGh Hi 11 , I ewer Tasburgh , K-P15 1N B. 
Telephone: Tivetshall (037 977) 261. 

.. . .. " - ·• ... -----~~~~~~~--------~---'."""._.~-----~~~-

N. 013 

Women's 
Land .Army Reu .nion 

S aturday, 27th Septemb e r, 1986 
11 .m. t 5p .m. 

at th e Norfo lk C II of ri ultur 

nd Hort i ultu r 

Easton, N R9 5DX , No rfo lk 

Tick e t £2 

(l 
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• Practical uniforms were the trademark of the land Army who 
kept the Home Front going in the last war. 

Wartime· memories for 
the Land Army girls 
WHEN Land Army girls plan a 
reunion they don't mind travel­
ling for miles to renew old friend­
ships. 

So it was no wonder guests came 
from as far afield as Liverpool and 
Essex for the fourth annual get 
together at Eye Town Hall. 

Organiser Ivy White from Palgrave, 
one of the many women who came to 
East Anglia during the war years to 
help out on the farms, was pleased to 
see so many gathered under one roof 
again. This year there were a total of 
70 including husbands, who sat down 

to dine and enjoy a traditional enter­
tainment of popular melodies from 
the 1940s. 

Ivy's two grandsons lain and Barri e 
Sturgeon played their corne t s while a 
trio led by Pat Siano, a Land girl form 
Norwich joined in with acc ordi ans 
and bass. 

Some of the group came dressed 
for the part, in the uniform which 
they wore during their service in th e 
years 1940-1953. None were true origi ­
nals however, for Ivy says they had to 
hand uniforms bac k when they w ere 
demobbed. 

• The Land Army girls crowd into Eye Town Hall "tor their annual 
reunion. ' 1 t ' t t 1 9 # • t ~ It fr 
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Land Army girls 
Palgrave reunion 

Former Land Army girl celebrate at their reunion at Pa lgravr. Left to right, they ar 
organiser Mrs. Ivy White, Mrs . Edna Fuller and Mis Brenda Walk r. 

SE VE NTY-fiv form r 
Land Army gir l gathered 
at Pa lgrave, near Diss, at 
the weeke nd fo r their fift h 
annua l reuni on . 

The "g irls", who worked 
on far ms du ring th e 1939-45 
War, came from all over 
East An glia to . attend · th e 
event, which was organised 
by Mrs. Ivy Whit e. 

Mr s. Whi te, a Lancashire 
lady , who work ed on north 

uffo lk farm durin 
war, live in Mahi n 
Diss. 

She said, " W all had a 
marvellous t ime. " 

Her da ughter , Mr . r ta 
Sturgeon , baked a cak t 
mark th e 74th birthd ay of on e 
of th e wom en present and 
grand sons , Iain , 13, and Ba r­
rie, 12, played cornets as part 
of t h e m u s i ca l 
entert ainm ent. 
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FA~MING AND COU NTR Y SCENE 
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By Michael Pollitt, agricultural editor 

Reviva l of proud old skill 
FARMER Bill Bird is reviving harvesting 
methods of the past in his bid to find an 
alternative to cereal crops. 

This year, he set aside five acres for thatching 
straw to sel! to counties in the south and planned 
to harvest 1t the old fashioned way with binder 
and steam thresher. · 

Mr Bird, from Tunstead , said: "They keep telling 
us t.her~•s a glut .of grain so we were hoping to 
expand mto thatchmg straw. They use quite a lot of 
straw for thatching in the south - and some in 
Suffolk - and they can't get hold it it." · 

Market 
Thatching straw needs to be as long as possible, it 

must be harvested early ~ sometimes when it is 
almost green - and this cannot be done with a 
modern combine which bruises the straw. 

But finding the necessary tools for the job is no 
problem for Mr Bird because he is the proud owner 
of a steam thresher and traditional binder which he 
has lovingly restored with friend Mervyn York. 

They are staging a charity event called "The Tun­
stead Trosh" next month when'. the immaculate 
machinery from a bygone age can be seen in action 
thres~g some of the straw he has grown. 

But the weather has not just hit the modern 
farme.rs - soon after the binder had cut the corn 
four mches of rain fell spoiling his straw thatching 
crop, but there will still be plenty for the "trosh" on 
Sunday, October 11. 

Mr Bird had found a ready market for his straw. "I 
had someone ~ho. rang me up and wanted to buy it. 
~ had to tell him 1t was not good enough quality. It's 
J4st that there's been a terrible summer. If the rain 
had only held off for another three or four days we 
m~y have been able to cart the straw. 

H<?pefully we'll have better luck next year," said 
Mr Btrd. 

Opportunity 
The Tunstead Trosh is being held in Market Street 

Tun~tead, from I O am until 5 pm. Admission and 
parking are free. There will be a car boot sale stalls 
and refreshments plus a reunion of Land Army Girls. 
Proceeds from the event will go to the John Groom 
Appeal to raise cash for flats for the disabled in 
Norwich. 

Harvesting the old fashioned way. · Mervyn York (left) and Alfred Benson 
Bill Bird's field at Hall Farm, Tunstead earlier this summer. 
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T'he Times, Friday, September 9, 1988 

Land Army 
on parade 

THE Women's Land 
Arm y were on parade in 
D e re ham on Saturda y 
afternoon. 

Over 25 former 
members of the WLA , 
most wearing their 
uniforms ', were at 
Chambers bookshop to 
support their former 
"'boss" Miss Iris Tillett , 
who was launching her 
new book , The Cinderella 
Army. 

The book tells the story 
of the Norfolk WLA 
during the second world 
warand while Iris, who 
had come from her home 
in Scotland for the occa­
sion, was busy signing 
copies of her book the 
"'girls" swapped yarns; ' 
some had not met for 
many years. 

The afternoon ended 
with a photo session and 

1 then tea. 
· The Cinderella Army is 
available from booksellers 
and newsagents price £2.95. 

Eastern Daily Press, Mo nday, September 26, 1988 

tory acti ,on 
a great success 

NORFOLK'S first History Fair -- - -----
attracted an amazing 10,000 Pietures by Sarah Hunt 
or more visitors at the 
weekend. 

The EDP-sponsored event 
has been hailed as a resound­
ing success by organisers and 
the public alike. 

The two-day fair at the county's 
Aural Life Museum at Gressenhall, 
near Dereham, is the first of its 
kind but organiser Bridget Yates 
said they were hoping to make it a 
regular event every two years. 

She said the amount of work it 
took to attract the numerous exhib- . 
itors and ensure smooth organisa­
tion co,uld only be tackled every 
two years. 

"We are ieally pleased with its 

success. Everything went fine, 
despite the weather. Mostly, people · 
came in family parties and enjoyed 
themselves," she said. 

"Everyone put a lot of effort into 
their stands. They have really done 
us proud." 

The idea of the fair was to dispel 
the rather dusty image of history 
as a dull subject. 

Norfolk's history from prehistoric 
times to the present day was on 
display. · 

All aspects of life were tackled, 
from war to peace. 

There was a colourful Viking 
encampment disrupted by noisy 
marauders and drama from ·groups 

i 

throughout Norfolk. 
Traditional Punch and Judy 

shows were a great crowd-puller 
and more than 70 stands provided 
interest for all ages. 

Heavy horses from Stanfleld 
gave a demonstration of their work 
in the fields and rare breeds cap­
tured the attention of delighted 
children. 

The Norfolk Shire Horse Centre 
at West Runton and the East 
Anglian Rare Breeds Survival Trust 
were two of the organisations rep­
resented. · 

Money raised at the event, 
designed to bring history to more 
than just the experts, will go to the 
Friends of Gressenhall Museum 
and the Federation of Local Histori­
cal and A~chaelogical Organisations. 

WROXHAM & HOVETON LIONS 

TUNSTEAD .TROSH 
AND 

CAR -BOOT SALE -
Sunday, October 9fh8R 

MARKET STREET 
TUNSTEA ·D 

10 a.m.'to 5 p.m. , 

Stalls and Refreshments 
Reunion of. Land Army Girls 

FREE ADMISSION - FREE; PARKING 

CAR BOOT £3 per pitch 

Proceeds to Cystic Fibrosis and other . 
local charities 

Mrs l in da Ashbol t 

THE NORFOLK RURAL MUSEUM 

OPEN DAY 
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Memoirs 
of a Lan 
Army girl 
THE T grand-daughter o the fi t 
editor of the a cm Daily Pre h 

ritt.en her fi t book a lhe a o 76. 
Jri Tillell , a member of renowned 
orfolk family, ruu recalled from memory 

her experiences wiLh he omen' Land 
Army in orfolk during lhc second world 
war in a 32-pagc book called w he 

inderclla nny" . 
It i aJmo t exactly 50 years incc I i 

T1llct was invi cd o become cou nt y 
secretary of lhe newly-crea ted omen' 
Land Army, which suppo n ed farmers who 
were sho n of labou r and und er pressure 
to produce mo re food. 

Sh e was pr o mpt ed to writ e th e book 
aft er be in g featur ed in a te lev ision pro­
gram me ab o ut th e WLA . II orfo lk 
record s hav e bee n destroyed and many of 
the wom en who join ed are no longer alive. 

The book is being launched at D r ham 
on September 3 when Miss Ti lle tt and 
other ex-WLA members will put on their 
uni fo r ms t o s ign co pi es a t h ambe rs 
Book shop. 

M iss T illett , who move d to D umfri es in 
Scotland in 1979 to be close r to members 
o f her fa mil y, sa id she wa s relieved to 
have compl eted th e book. 

"As much as anythin g, thi s was writing 
a rec ord of som et hing that ought to be 
writt yn down and I seemed to be th e only 
per son left to do it ," she said. 

Der eham was a good location to launch 
the book becau se she was at nearby Hoe 
when war was declared and listened to the 
ann 9uncement on a smallholder's radio . 

Miss Tillett said the incidents which 
were most clear in her mind were watch­
ing bombs drop over Norwich and meet ­
ing the children of the Duke of Kent at 
San p ringham just after their father had 
been killed in a flying accident and before 
they had been told of the tragedy. 

In-her book, she recalls that the WLA 
girls became quite clever at finding their 
way around the county without the 
signposts , which had been removed at the 
thr eat of an invasion. 

However, on one .occasion a member 
drove on to a new airfield by mistake 
wh~e lost in fog and managed to get off 
agam without being spotted. 

Jf.1 i ss ,T i,llett' s family are well 
re_membered in Norwich. Jacob Henry 
Tillett was an MP and the first editor of 
th e EDP. Her uncle, Louis was also a 
N9.rwich MP and her brothe;, Norman, is 
a former Lord Mayor of Norwich. 

;fhe book is being published by Jim 
:et tdwin Publishing, of Fakenham, and is 
pr;ced at £2.95. 
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I The Gislingham Brass Band leads the march throu gh the village of 
Pa/grave to mark the annua l reunion of the Land A rmy . 

'Land Girls' 
return to s·ee 
old friends 

Ha rd \-\Ork 

Mr . White a nati\'e of he hire, mne to work on form in 
utlolk after being conscripted, along with many other ,•oun 

women, to the Land Army. · 0 

" It was hard work, e pecially when you hnd to pull suaar beet 
but ,I thoroughly enjoyed those yenrs," she said. 0 

' 

1 he march through Palgra\'e wa accompanied by the Gisling­
harn iln•r Band which also prmided the entertainment after the 
tea in the local community centre . . 

Mrs. White's daugl1ter, Mrs. Greta turgeon, is the only 
female member of the long-established band playing the baritone. 

Mrs. trurgeon's sons, Barrie and Iain, are also members of 
· the band. They play cornets. 

A cake made for the reunion was decorated by a tree, markino 
the planting ceremony which had taken place outsid_e. 

1 East 'Jtn'i t'i~n, Daily -T,,;,es, Monday, Octoii~,:--24," 



Monday, October 24, 1988 

Capturing some of the happy moments at the reunion meeting at Pa/grave Community 
Centre. 

A time to relive old memories for Suffolk's former "land girls". Full story, Page 16. 
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APRIL 30: Norfolk Rural Life 
Museum, Gressenhall, Heavy 
Horses at work on the farm (2 to 
5.20pm). Contact: 0362 860563. 
-- -·- --

Eastern Daily Press, Monday, May 1, 1989 

I t' l 
I 

THE days when horses 
provided the main work­
ing power in farm fields 
was recalled at the Gres­
s en ha II Rural Life 
Museum yesterday. 

Heavy horses from Joe 
Godber, of Stanfield, and 
Mick Massey, of Wend­
ling, were used to 
demonstrate harrowing, 
rolling and grass seed 
drilling at the museum's 
farm. 

Dudley Crisp, who runs 
the farm, said the grass 
on the field being used 
for the demonstration 
had worn out. In a couple 
of months, ewes and 
lambs from the museum 
flock will be put on the 
new grass. 

Among the crowd 
watching the operations 
were former members of 
the Women's Land Army 
in uniform, who are stag­
ing a reunion at the 
museum on September 
17. 

Organiser Frieda 
Feetham invited any 
former WLA member to 
contact the museum for 
details of the day, which 
will include cutting, cart­
ing and thrashing corn 
with horses and steam. 

Forme r Women 's Land Army 
Bunny Snelling , Eileen Daniel 

' I 



Bygone farming 
dais recalled 

J 

F~rmer members of th_e Land Army who visited Gressenhall Rural 
Life Museum. Left to right - Mrs Eva Cullum Mrs Frieda Feetham 

Miss Bunny Snelling, Mrs Eileen Daniels and Mrs Linda Ashbolt. ' 

The Times , Friday, May 5, 1989 
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*Form er Wom en's Land Army members 

'Girls' remember 
wart ime days 
down on farm 

VETERANS of the 
wartime Women's 
Land Army got 
together on Satur­
day to recall their 
years down on the 
farm. 

More than 40 of the 
"girls" who all worked 
in the area around 
Gissing met at the 
village hall for lunch 
and tea. 

Mrs Bessie Cole was 
drafted to Norfolk from 

- ----, 

Eastern Daily Press, Saturday, June 24, 1989 

EX. Land Giri requires Women's 
Land Army Breeches to fit height 
5' 7", also any other piece .s of 
uniform. Tel. Wymondham 
602530. 

EX-LAND Girl requires Women's 
Land Army Breeches to fit height 
5 ft. 7 in., also any other pieces of 
uniform. Tel. Wymondham 

_,§Q2_530. 

-

her Huddersfield home in 
1942 as a 19-year-old. 
Marrying the farmer ' s 
son, she has lived in the 
area ever since. 

One of the organisers, 
Mrs Frieda Feetham, 
recalled worki ng all the 
year round, cutting sugar 
beet by hand, milking, 
ha rve sting and hedge 
cutting. 

"We had to t a ke on 
everything the me ·n 
would have done," she 
said. 
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. . - . The Mercury and Advertiser, Friday, September 8, 1989 
- - ·- .-. . 

eevac uees 

irst came to town 
CROWDS poured into Wymondham railway station on Saturday to 
watch the 50th anniversary re-enactment of the arrival of the first 
wartime evacuees. 

Local schoolchildren took the roles of the young Gravesend pupils who had 
gathered on the same platform on September 2, 1939, to be billetted with 
Wymondham families. ·- Instead of the tears and bewilderment of 50 years ago, there was supressed excite­
ment as the children , wearing I 930s-style clothes and clutching battered suitcases and 

.. eddies, left the station for Fairland Hall. 

Wymo ndham Heritage Society 

·_A,temorieJ 0/ 1939· 
A M iscellany Of -

+ COM MUNI TY SINGING * DANCING * LAND ARMY SKETCH * PERS ONAL RECOLLECTIONS 
OF FTFTY YE ARS AGO 

7.30 to 10.00 p.m. Satur day 2 nd Septe m ber 1989 
Wymondham High Scho o l (Folly Road En t ra nce) 

LIMIT ED ADD MISSION BY TICKET ONLY 
£ 2. 00 Includ ing Refreshments 

A LL F'ROrt TS T( ) IV YM O:VDHA 'v! M A RKET ,ROSS APPEAL 

• • . -~ · "'-""' ...... . . .Jirl • 

A fleet of gleaming vintage vehicles waited to carry 
the youngest children and pregnant "mums" to their 
destination. 

Wymondham Heritage Society, whose 1939 committee 
organised the event, had taken great pains to provide 
other authentic touches - Civil Defence and Army 
uniforms were. proudly worn as the welcoming party 
escorted the evacuees; a team of former Women's Land 
Army girls loaded up a wartime truck with provisions; 
and a Green Goddess fire pump stood by, ready for any 
emergency! 

Even the present station sign had been covered over 
with a replacement bearing the London North Eastern 
Railway logo to add to the nostalgia. 

"We were surprised at how many people turned up to 
watch. There must have been about 500," said commit­
tee chairman Mr Horace Wilkinson , who was 
resplendent in the uniform of a 1930s policeman. 

He was joined by "station master" Mr David Turner , 
retired headteacher Mr John Sims (billetting officer), 
Mrs Jo Howell(evacuee superviser) and other townsfolk 
in costume. 

Refreshments awaited the group at Fairland Hall 
where an exhibition of memorabilia was on display to 
the public. The anni versary celebrations continued into 
the evening when a "Mernori"es of 1939" concert of 
community, sketches and recollections was held at 
Wymondham High School. 

. --·=• ~ ~ --. . ... , 
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SE;-:-: ~B ER 17: Norfolk Rural Life 
Mus e!,Jm, Gressenhall - "National 
Reunion of Women 's Land Army & 
Gr a 11J W orking Day. ,. Turn the 
clo...,ck b~ck - join the Land Girls 
ar. _ =-~live _har vesting , threshing , 
plougnrng, sing-songs ( 11 to 5pm) . 

NORWICH , MONDAY , SEPTEMBER 18, 1989 26p 

BACK TO THE LAND 
HOW THE WAR CAME 
TO THE COUNTRYSIDE ~ 

Page 9 

Ex-land 
girls say 
thanks 

ON behalf of 15 ex-land 
army girls who were · 
billetted at the WLA 
Hutment hostel in 
Thorney, Cambridge­
shire, I would like to say 
a very big thank you to 
all concerned for giving 
us such a wonderful, 
happy day at Gressenhall 
Rural Life Museum on 
Sunday, September 17. 

Some of our "girls" 
travelled from North­
umberland, London and 
Oldham to join in the 
fun and they all said it 

1 was well worth the long 
journeys and ' hope that 
they can visit Norfolk 
again. 

Many thanks, 
(Mrs) BETTY 
SPRIDGEON, 
Church Street, 
Whittlesey, 
Peterborough. 



l • Friends of Gressenhall 

CALLING ALL 
EX-LAND GIRLS 

(And TIMBER CORPS VOWNTEERS) 
Come to the 

NATIONAL REUNION and 
GRAND WORKING DAY 

· Sunday, September 17th, 1989 
I 1.00 a .m. to 5.00 p.m. 

GRESSENHALL RURAL LIFE MUSEUM, 
Near DEREHAM 

Admission £2 - Children Free 
Harvesting, Threshing, Ploughing 

Children's Activities, Stalls, Refreshments 
A DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

· Book the date nowl 
Ring (0362) 860563 for more information 

SPACE AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL STALLS 
Sponsored by the 

. E~_stern Dally Press 
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LAND G-IRLS BORN AND· .BREAD 
FORMER Norfolk land 
girls rose to a challenge 
- and beat the East 
Anglian record for bread­
baking at their first 
attempt.' 

It involved a combined 
effort with threshing and 
milling wheat at 
Wroxham and Hoveton 
Lions' annual fund­
raising event, the 
"Tunstead Trosh". 

And they got grain 
from field to table in 
58 minutes 54 seconds. 

Baking organiser Mrs 
Frieda Feetham said: 
"We did it just for fun 
and never dreamed we'd 
manage the best time in 
East Anglia." 

Her group, who served 
in the Women's Land 
Army, have helped with 
the Trosh for six years. 

Devised by 
Staffordshire Veteran 
Tractor Engine Club, the 
race involves threshing 
561b of grain and turning 
it into bread in a field 
kitchen. 

Mrs Feetham and her 
team - Mrs Mary 
Pestell, Mrs Lindy 
Ashvolt and Mrs Joan 
Chapman - beat the 
record by three minutes. 

Other evenis at this 
year's Tunstead Trosh, 
held at Hall Farm, home 
of Bill and Heather Bird, 
included displays of 
ploughing and tractors, a 
clay-pigeon shoot, 
classic -car display, and a 
hobbies exhibition. 

Cash raised this year 
for Wroxham and 
Hoveton Lions has yet to 
be added UD 

"But it's as much an 
event for people to get 
involved in the old-

llifZ1Wii i" '-'"'a p , :'2 t ,::l:'.., >.yr~ rii 'Y" '"", .... iw-c•" i ., -~ 1 · fashione~ way o~,tarr_ning 
• Former Land Army girls celebrate their record-breaking bake at Tunstead. as an~mg else, said Mrs Bird. 
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Eastern Daily Press, Monday, October 1, 1990 

i 
Frieda Freetham and her team celebrate their record bread-baking effort at Tunatead Troah. 

Team ·slic es into a re ,cord 
Former Norfolk land-girls rose to a 
challenge at the weekend - and 
smashed the East Anglian time 
record for bread-baking at their first 
attempt. 

It involved a combined effort with 
threshing and milling wheat at Wrox­
ham and Hoveton Lions' annual 
fund-raising event the "Tunstead 
Trosh" - and they got the grain 
from field to table in 58 minutes 54 
seconds. 

Baking organiser Frieda Feetham 
said: "We are thrilled. We did it for 
the fun of the th'ing - and never 

dreamed we would manage the best 
time in East Anglia." 

She said her group, who had all 
served in the Women's Land Army, 
had helped with the Trosh for some 
six years - and were thrilled to be 
asked to take part in the event. 
· The race, devised by Staffordshire 
Veteran Tractor Engine Club, 
involves threshing 561bs of grain and 
turning it into bread in a field kitchen. 

Mrs Feetham, and team Mary Pes­
tell, Lindy Ashvolt and Joan Chap­
man, mixed, kneaded, proved and 
baked to beat the previous record for 
the region by three minutes. 

Other events at this year's Tun-

stead Trosh , held at Hall Farm , 
hQme of Bill and Heather Bird, 
included exhibitions of traditional 
ploughing and tractors, a clay pigeon 
shoot, display of classic cars and a 
hobbies and models exhibition. 

Mrs Bird said the event had been 
a great success, although somewhat 
dampened by mid-afternoon rain. 

Cash raised for this year for Wrox­
ham and Hoveton Lions had yet to 
be added up - but could possibly 
match last year's £600. 

"But it is as much an event for 
people to get involved in the old­
fashioned way of farming as anything 
else," said Mrs Bird. 
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Eastern Daily Press, Saturday, September 28, 1991 

WROXHAM LIONS 
TUNSTEAD TROSH AND CAR BOOT SALE 

Sunday, September 29th 
Market St., Tunstead. 

Steam Threshing with live engines etc., 
Helicopter Rides, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Admission 50p 

PARKING/CHILDREN FREE 
Car Boot £3.50 pitch 
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'HE NORFOLK & SUFFOLK EXPRF.SS SERIF.S - October 18, 1991 

• Land Army ladies Dorothy Hazell, Jean Aspinall, reunion 
organiser Ivy White, of Diss, and Nancy ·Randlesome, then of Eye. 

We'll meet again - ev~ry year 
WOR·LD wa·r II Land Army ·girls especially those close· to the a~ro­
gathered at Palgrave Commu~ ity dromes, had bit of rough time 
Centre on Saturday for a reunion with the bombings . 
and afternoon of nostalgia . · "We were all raw girls and many 

Organised by Ivy White, 65 came straight from .towns," she 
women from all parts of .the said. 
region gathered for the 11 th Mrs White came from-Wilmslow, 
annual reunion to exchange ·mem- and -like many of the Land -Girls,. 
ories and treasured pliotographs. married a man in this area and 

"We had a grand time. It wa s never went home again. 
lovely to see every<;>ne again," s~id Her daughter, Greta Sturgeon , 
Mrs White, e,f Maltmgs Close, Diss. prepareci a hot lunch fo r- t h.e 

"We all have mainly good mem- reunion and Mr and Mrs Alan Lud­
ories, although some of the girls, .kin played background music. 
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-* lX B711TISH WO/llOIS Ll/l'liJ A71/ll'J SOCIU'J ~1 
tSStX qROUP RtUNION 

SATURDAY 9th mAY L992 

THt WAVtRLtY HALL HOTtL mARINt PARADt 
CLACTON ON StA 

ReceptLon 12.]Opm /on Bu//et Lunch Lpm 

IVY BtNSON AND HtR SWttT mUSIC 

qutST OF HONOUR 

qutsT ARTIST 

ILcket/l £9 each 

RLchand Spendlove 
BBC C/l/lex 5.c.Pnoi: 
Satunda~/l 9-12 pm 

Rev 9 WR RobLn/lon 

FaneweLL at 5pm. 





[X B w l A sac 
lSSlX <i'RO/J'P 
'Rl/JNION 

9 //Ja!/ 1992 

'P'RO<i 'RA /1//Jl 

12 . 30 'Recept i..on 

L.oo Bu/ / et Luncheon 
//Jeet the iue.11t.11 

2.00 lv!f B en.11on wi..th 
he11. mu.11 i..c 

3.15 Tea, Cake and 
'f?a//1.e t i..me 

3.30 'Rev 9 W 'R 'Ro6i..n.11on 
40 .'.11 //Ju.11i..cal Qui..3 

4.15 Si..n9:·a.nd dance 
wi.. t11 I V!f B en.11on 

5.00 Auld Lang, S!fne 

Thank !f0U /011. comi..n[J, 

hope to .11ee !f0U all 
aiai..n i..n 199 3 l 
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I' , . 
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Eastern Daily Press,' Tuesday, November 10, 1992 

Pictu re: NICK L VONS 

Tun stead Trosh vice-chairm an Bill Bird (front, centre) stands b.etween $ister Audrey Buxton (left) and Staff Nurse Liz Gaymer. 
Behind are Tony Green, Mike Barker, Frieda Feetham, Andrew Claydon and Graham Kirk. 

Thrashing good idea reaps reward · 
Farmer Bill Bird came up with a 
t hr as hing good id ea to rais e 
money for Aylsham St Michael's 
Hospital. 

his cofl ection of antique 
machinery to good use during the 
summ er by staging demonstra­
ti ons of how things used to be 
down on the farm. Mr Bird, of Hall Farm , Tun ­

stead, near North Walsham, put T he Tun stead T t9sh began 
s e ven yea r s ag o a nd a lways 

proved popular. "I started when I 
felt we had . enough machinery 
here to have a fund-ra ising drive 
of our own," he said, 

"It started as an end of season 
get-together for steam enthus iasts 

·keen to watch corn thrashing in 
the traditional way." 

This year the event was a 
record-breaker and coined in 
£800. With the combined support 
of th e Lions , £ 1000 was hand ed 
to Aylsham ,Hospital nurses. 

Septemb er 2'1, 1992 

TUNSTEAD -Trosh nnd Ca r Boo t 
Sale, Sunday, Sep tem ber 27 th , 
Mar ket Stree t, T un stClld. Trosh 
begins 11 a.m., Cnr Boot begins 9 
n.rn. (£3.50 pitch}, Adm ission 50pl 
child ren free, free parking . Al 
profits to St. Michael 's Hospi tal, 
Rhcummology Un it, ylshnrn. 
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Eastern Daily Press, Friday, May 7, 1993 

Pio neer 
band-c eader 
die s 
Ivy Benson, the first woman to succeed in 
the male-dominated dance hall world of 
the 1940s, died yesterday at the age of 79. 
She ·bad stayed in the business to the end. 
She is credited with doing more than 
anyone else in Britain to force men to 
accept women as professional musicians , 
not just stage decoration. . 
Even in retirement in· Clacton, Essex, 
where she suffered a heart attack and died 
in hospital yesterday, she played the organ 
at tea dances and at Age Concern charity 
concerts . 
Ivy Benson launched her band in 1944 

and played the top hotels and ballrooms 
in Europe. The band entertained the 
troops in Germany, the Middle East and 
Vietnam, did seasons at the London 
Palladium and ,were TV and radio 
regulars. \ 
Yet when she launched her all-girl ! 
orchestra in 1944 male bandleaders sent a 
joint protest to broadcasters and booking 
agents not to touch her. 
She startei:l as a clerk at Burton's store in 
Leeds, playing clarinet and saxophone at 
night. "I had a hell ·of a life," she recalled, 
"an d I so badly wanted to have a band of 
my own. It wasn't that much to ask for 
was it? 
Musical arrangers used to put wrong notes 
in the scores, but Ivy was wise to all the 
usual tricks. 
"Then they tried to get us in other ways. 
They'd insinuate we were all lesbians. 
What nonsense. All my girls left me to get 
married," she recalled. She herself was 
married twice. 
Ivy 's advice was always the sain1r when 
!llarriage was in the air: "I'd say to them 
if you get married don't stay in the band 
- t~is is farewell to romance. Take my 
adVIce and put your sax in the fridge!" 
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lSSlX qROll'P. lX BRITISH womtNS 
LANO ARmJ ANO TimBlR COR'PS 

ReunLon ~ lunch to be heLd at 
the WAVlRllJ HOTll, mARINl 'PARAol) 
CLACTON ON SlA lSSlX. 

Satunda~ 8th ma~ 1993 

RlCl'PlI0/1/ 12.30 - !pm 1107 B/JFFll 

Iv~ Ben~on and hen mu~ic. 
que~t of Honoun RLchand SeendLove 
BBC lSS[X St 'PROqRAmmt SA!llRoAJS 
9-l2pm 

ILcket~ £11.50 FaneweLL 5 . 00pm 
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Up, up and away! Jayne Evans visits a winch-launched hang-gilding schoOI, 
near Beeston In Norfolk In Countrywide (Anglia, 7 .30pm). 
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DISS , DISS,EXPRESS.-, Oct0ber-28 199.4 3 

Former members of the Land Army meet up again for their annual reunion. (LA2210) 

A touch of nostalgia for Land Army girls 
I:iAND Army girls renewed 
frienships and recall ed the old 
days when they got together for 
their annu a l re u ni on at the 
weekend. · 

They t,ravelle d from as far afield 
as Staff or dshire to remember the 
days when they w orked on the 

land in a variety of tasks . 
Organi ser Ivy White said the 

women have got together for the 
pa st 15 years an d ha ve alrea dy 
booked the Pal gr ave Community 
Centre for next autumn . 

Mrs White said : "It all sta rt ed 
with just a sm all reunion which 

. . . . 

has gone on . We have devel oped 
some wonderful frien dships and it 
is a pleasur e to organi se." 

Cater in g for 59 gues ts is the 
responsibility of Mrs Wh it e's 
daughter Greta Sturge on . "I coul d 
not manage this without her," sai d 
Mrs White. 

.. - "'7 "71 ·. 7· 57-r "";I"' 

. • • . . ' • ..,_ ..,_ ,. ) J ' : ~;··3: .,,;~ . ' ''' ; : .If ~~4 ' .~.:o : ' . . . .. 

Guest of honour was Ron Blake, 
chairman of th e Mendles h a m 
Royal British Legion br an ch while 
music a l entertainm en t was 
provided by Alan and Gw enda 
Ludkin from Great Moulton . 

The former Land Army girls 
decided to give £20 to Barnardos . 



VE DAY PREVIEW 

Land Army girl s go back to_ their roots 

A forgotten army of wartime women 
workers is harnessing up VE Day 
memories. 
Women's Land Army girls ·helped keep 
the nation's vital food supplies on the 
move while many of its men were away 
at war. Long days were spent milking 
cows, cutting crops, digging ditches and 
trimming hedges. 
But when farmers ran across the fields to 
tell them the war was over the girls found 
extra energy for the parties that night. 
Pauline Watson, 72, of Ingham, recalled: 

By RICHARD BATSON 

"People were banging tin trays in the 
streets and singing. The pubs were full. 
We had hangovers the next day." 
On the 50th anniversary of VE Day on 
May 8 she will join other former "land 
girls" keen to make sure the people on the 
Home Front are not forgotten in the 
celebrations. 
Norfolk Shirehorse Centre owner David 
Bakewell is inviting all former Land 

Army members to visit the centre free of 
charge , to join visitors watching and 
taking part in horse-drawn ploughing , 
drilling and harrowing. 
"A lot of attention is being focused on the 
war in Europe. It is important these 
women are not forgott en," he said. 
Mrs Watson served for nine years as a 
"land girl ," kitted out in the familiar 
uniform of brown cord breeches , green 
jump ers, sensible boots and felt hats. And 
there was a time for "sparkin g about " and 
chatting up the men at dances. 

Picture: 
SIMON LUNT 

Former 
Land Army 
girls Linda 
Ashbolt 
(fore­
ground) Dot 
Brown, 
Nancy 
Randlesome 
and Pauline 
Watson get 
back to 
their roots 
at the 
Norfolk 
Shire Horse 
Centre at 
West 
Runton. 

B~t she almost failed to make it to her VE ; , ' . 
Day shindig at the Balloon pub in 
Waterloo Road, Norwich. • 
She said : "The farmer ran into the 
milking parlour to tell me the war was 
over. I could not wait to get home but I 
took a comer too fast on my Excelsior 
motorcycle and went through a fence! " 

Th countdown to 
victory 50 y ars ago 

and what will b 
going on this year 

• Norfolk Shirehors e Centre and 
Countryside Collection at West Runton 
is open from 10-5 on May 8. Former 
Land Army girls are invited to take along A 
old photographs or their armbands. A poster calll~g for volunteers for the Women's Land r " I 
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VE Day Special 

Hats off to the w men workers 
A FORGOTTEN army of wartime wartime songs, The pubs were full. 
women workers is harnessing up VE We had hangovers the next day." 
Day memories. On the 50th anniversary of VE Day 
Wome n's Land Army "girls" helped on Monday she will join other old 
keep the nation's vital food supplies "land girls" at a North Norfolk tourist 

> tick ing over while many of its men attraction keen ·to make sure the 
were away at war. people on the Home Front are not · 
Long tiring days were spent milking forgotten in the celebrations and 
cows, cutting crops, digging ditches . commemorations. 
and trimming hedges. . ·Norfolk Shirehorse Centre owner 
But when local farmers came David .Bakewell is inviting all former 
running to cowsheds and fields to Land Army members to visit free of 
tell them the war was over, the girls charge, to join visitors watching and 
found extra energy for the parties taking part in horse-drawn plough-
that night. . ing, drilling and harrowing. 
Pauline Watson of Ingham , now 72, "A lot of attention is being focused 
said: "People were banging tin trays on the war in Europe - it is impor-
in the streets, and singing all the tant these women are not forgotten," 

he said. 
Mrs Watson did nine years service 
as a "land girl", kitted out in the 
·familiar uniform of brown cord 
breeches, green jumpers, sensible 
boots and felt hats. And there was a 
tie for "sparking about". 
But she almost never made it to her 
VE Day shindig at the B~lloon pub in 
Waterloo Road, Norwich. 
"The farmer ran into the milking 
parlour to tell me the war was over. I 
was doing the morning milking 
before my day off. I could not wait to 
get home to see my family, but I 
took ' a corner too fast on my 
Excelsior motorcycle and went 
through a man's fence!" 

NE\NS 

Former landgirls 
Pauline Watson, Linda 
Ashbolt, Nancy Ran­
delsome and Dorothy 
Brown getting in the 
swing of the VE Day 
celebrations due to be 
held at Norfolk's Shire 
Horse Centre at West 
Runton. 
At the reunion, former 
members of the Wo• 
men's Land Army will 
be invited to try their 
hand at working with 
horses again. 
But if the regular get• 
togethers these four 
enjoy are anything to 
go by, reminiscing will 
be the order of the 
day. 

Linda Ashbolt 
poses in her old 

Land Army uniform 
at the West Runton 
Shire Horse Centre. 

Inset is a wartime 
poster calling 

for Land Army 
volunteers. 

·North Norfolk 'News, Friday, May 5, 1995 29 

News and advertising: 01263 513232 
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Top tourism 
personality 
award is 
shire 
delight 
It was "shire delight" for animal 
lover David Bakewell to be voted 
top tourism personality in North 
Norfolk. 
Tourists themselves voted for the 
Norfolk Shire Horse Centre boss 
who stars with his horses in tw o 90-
minute shows a day during the 
season, which begins this weekend. 
Mr Bakewell said he was proud to 
win the award as he believed 
attractions needed to entertain. 
And he was delighted that the 
public felt the centre at West 
Runton was getting it right. 
Other major awards went to the 
Muckleburgh Collection, which was 
named top attraction; Cromer Pier 

· Show for best theatre; and 
Thursford Collection named best 
museum. 
Overstrand dominated the 
accommodation section with Ivy 
Farm Cottages and Caravan Park 
winning the best static caravan site 
and Poppyland Cottages topping the 
self-catering. 
Overstrand Cottage Garden Centre 
and Tea Rooms was runner-up in 
the shop category won by 
Sheringham Pottery. 

PERSONALITY PLUS: David Bakewell, of Norfolk Shire Horse Centre, West Runton, shows his "top personality" award to William, the shire horse. The tourism awards are presented 
by North Norfolk council on the 
basis of votes cast by visitors on attractions delivering excellent (Fakenham Gas Museum); theatre, Poppyland Cottages, Overstrand (Cable Gap, Bacton); chalet park, houses, White Horse, Cromer (Bell 
service. Cromer Pier Show; hotel, Pheasant, (Norfolk Country Cousins, Red House, Bacton (Kings, Cromer); Wiveton); personality, DaVid ' 
The full list of awards is: tourist Kelling (Cliftonville, Cromer); guest- Ridlington); touring caravan park, shop, Sheringham Pottery Bakewell, Norfolk Shire Horse 
attr~ction, Muckleburgh Collection house, Brightside, MacDonald Road, Woodhill Park, East Runton (Old (Overstrand Garden Shop and Cafe); Centre (Cromer tourist information 
(runn er -up Le fueringsett MUl)· Cromer (Newlands, Trunch Road, Brick Kilns, Littl~ Barney); static takeaways, Kebab Delight, Holt centre st afl); transport, Norwich 
mus eum, Th ur sfor d conectlti~ Mundesley); self-catering, caravan park, Ivy Farm, Overstrand (Mary Jane's, Cromer); public- airport park and l;ide into the ci ty . --- __.:.~ -----"--- ~~ ~ .::;::::~~ ==-- _:;:::~~ -----::===-==== ==;;;;;::;;;;;; ~:=::;;;===:;;;;;: ~ ::::::=:::=====:::r::=-- -- - - -
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Wartime spirit still cements the friendships made in the army half a century ago 

Landgirls w· •• work 
with horses again 
MEMBERS of the Wom­

ens' Land Army are 
being called up to join in VE 
day celebrations at Nor­
folk's Shire Horse Centre at 
West Runton . 

In the run-up to the event, 
five landgirls met up at the 
centre this week to remember 
what life was like for them in 
the WLA . Although the war 
ended in 1945, the WLA was 
not disbanded until 1951 and 
women continued to join for 
several years after the war. 

"I remember 13 of us from 
Norfolk went to Buckingham 
Palace for the disbanding cer­
emony," said Pauline Watson, 
who served in the WLA for 
eight years. "There were 
about 500 landgirls, all in 
uniform and I can still see the 
soldiers teaching us how to 
march." 

Uniforms consisted of cor­
duroy britches, shirt, tie, 
woollen jumper, greatcoat, 
boots and a felt hat or beret. 

"We were very proud of our 
uniforms, and although we 
used to wear dungarees on the 
farm, we would wear full uni­
form to the dances," said 
Linda Ashbolt, who worked 
at Elmstead Market on a fruit 
farm for four years . 

Girls living in hostels 
moved around every day, 
doing jobs such as hedgi~g, 
ditching and field work, while 

We'll meet again .... and again ..... and again. Wartime Landgirls 
preparing the way for a big reunion at the Norfolk Shire Horse Cen• 
tre on VE day. But this group meets often .... and the years slip away. 

those on farms could stay for 
several years. 

Nancy Randelsome and 
Dorothy Brown both lived in 
a hostel at Blundeston and 
recalled never knowing where 
they would be working from 
one day to the next. 

"There wasn't any work for 
us one day so we had to go 
and do a day in a kipper fac-

tory on the coast," said Mrs 
Brown . "The smell was terri­
ble," 

"I came down from Black­
pool in 1948," said Mrs Ran­
delsome . "But I stayed on 
after we were disbanded. Liv­
ing in a hostel was great. The 
social life was good - much 
better for us than for those 
girls living on farms ." 

Between 50 and 60 Norfolk 
landgirls meet up two or three 
times a year at different 
events in the county and some 
travel further afield to annual 
reunions in London and 
Birmingham. 

"The companionship is 
wonderful," said Mrs New­
bolt . "When we meet up, the 
years just slip away and we 
talk about what we all did ." 

There will be heavy horse 
demonstrations at the centre 
on May 8 and ex-landgirls are 
asked to bring any badges, 
photos or items of uniform to 
gain free admission . 

More details from Norfolk 
Shire Horse Centre on 01263 
226362 . 
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DAY TO REMEMBER • Museum trip down memory lane 

Clocli. is turned 
bacli. to the 
'good old days' 

By DOMINIC TURNBULL 

Nostalgia filled the air yesterday as the 
clock was turned back to celebrate 
Norfolk's last golden age. 

More than 800 people came from as far 
afield as London to take a trip down 
memory lane in the historic 
sur roundings of Norfolk Rural Life 
Museum at Gressenhall, near Dereham, 
to reminisce about life in the days 
following the end of the second world 
war. 

A Day to Remember featured a range of 
crafts like basket making and farming 
methods that were still a common sight 
as late as the 1950s. 

Also demonstrated was the back­
breaking task of hand washing clothes 
that housewives were forced to endure 
before the widespread introduction of 
washin g machines and other labour­
saving devices during the 60s. 

Even then it was not unusual for 
women to tackle a pile of dirty clothes 
arm ed only with well-known household 
favourites like Sunlight Soap and the 
famous Reckitts Blue washing powder. 

Gres senhall education officer John 
Bar well said : "In the post -war year s 

T THEN AND NOW 

An at-a-glance guide to prices In the 
50s and now. 
19~?: Stella 17-inch television £82_10 shillings. ' 
1996_: ~anasonic 21-inch remote control 
telev1s1on, £299.99. 
1955: Hillman Husky car, £564 on the 
road. 
1996: Ford Fiesta 1.3 litre, £8720 on the 
road. · 
1955: 3-bedroom semi-detached house 
at Dereham, £1950. · 
1996: 3-bedroom semi-detached house 
at Dereham, £45,000 
1955:_ Three-speed bike, £11.7 shillings 
and sixpence. 
1996: 21-gear mountain bike, £160 
upwards. 
1955: Three-piece suite, £49.10 
shillings. 
1996: Three-piece suite, £799. 

washing was still seen as a woman's job 
No wonder the phrase 'washday blues; 
became popular." 
. As the Archive Film Show depicted, the 
post-war years saw an explosion of new 
technology. At the centre was television 

' 

W?ich had only one channel, ~~C;~ 
Cmema also entered a boom perio e 
screen icons like Marilyn Monro 
became household names. . •r1e 

Museum administrator Chr1st1 iJl 
Smith said: "I remember the firSt TV eJl 
our house. It had a flexible plastic sere 3s 
and was made by Ferranti. It w 
wonderful." · gr1d 

The 50s saw a boom in transport 1es 
the exhibition featured two motorcYC 
fro~ the period. tbe 

~ilas Siliprandi, a member 0~•'fbe 
Vmtage Motorcycle Club, said: 3ge 
post.war Years were the last golde1:-toJl, 
fo~ motorcycles . Names like No oJl 
'I'.numph and Velocette were all conir::iso 
sights on the roads . There were " 
many old Army motorbikes for sale·rirst 
_Teenag~ fashion emerged for the tbeit 

time . d~mg the 50s. Inspired bY Jj]Ce 
telev1s1on and pop music heroes tl5 
Buddy Holly, groups such as the fg!Jl~d 
Teddy Boys in drainpipe trousers igllt 
~wept-back hair, became a common 5 

m Norfolk. Jeed 
As memories were shared and evf we 

together Yesterday it was clear tba Jllet 
past and the present had for once, 
happily. 
• COMMENT - Page 12 

From rationing to 

IMPRESSED : Visitor 
Alan Harvey 

the age of technolo 
Nos~gic vi~itors y;_ere was al so the start ofth gy 
unarum ous tn praism g th e techn ological a e ,, e 
event's memory-evoking power. She added : "Alfii~u h . . 
Adrian and Sue Edwards, fr om to look at the past g_ it is easy 
Briston, were impresse d by the tinted glass es I can~ :-{ose -
variety of displays. thinkin g it was a e P 
Adrian said: "The exhibition is ~ ocent time . c iJl ore 
like a trip d?wn mem ~ry lane. still play safely ." dre n Could 
Seeing the displays brmgs back Equ ally impr essed 
childhood memories to me . I · visitor Alan Harv was fellow 
still remember the horse and Bungay. ey, fr om 
cart delivering coal to the "The organisers sb ul 
house .,, congratulated Tb o _d be 
Sue said: "The years after the see, it is very inte:re ~s a lot to 
war wer e a time of transition. gives an excellent _es~g ~d it 
There was still rationing but it the past ," he Said. 1118 ght Into 

LOCALNEWS9 

Pictures: GRAHAM CORNEY 
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Land Girls: At a crop blessing in Farnh S . . 
am, urrey, in 1944 

Land Girls actresses 
put in the. spadework 

THE Land Girls complained 
they were the unsung 
heroines, their wartime 
efforts lacking the glamour 
of t he Wrens or the WRAF. 
Now three of Britain's 
brightest young actresses are 
to show that it wasn 't all 
muck-heaps and slurry for the 
200,000 who kept the farms 
running during World War II. 
Rache l Weisz, Catherine 
McCormack and Anna Friel 
have traded their glamorous 
wardrobes for V-neck 
jumpers, breeches and 

wellies while working on 
farms to prepare for their 
roles in a film based on 
Angela Huth's bestselling 
novel Land Girls. 
The three cut unlikely figures 
as they learned to 'dig for 
victory', catch rats and throw 
mangelwurzels In preparation 
for filming, which began in 
Dulverton, on the edge of 
Exmoor. 
Echoing the words of the 
or igina l Land Girls, Anna 
said: 'It was difficult but 
g<1od fun.' 

+ Page 21 

or star 

Glam our Girls: From left, Rachel Weisz, Catherine McCormack a 



forthcoming film. Not all the 
girls were billeted on farms. 
Lots of us lived in basic hostels 
where we slept in dormitories 
of 20 to 25 girls, each allocated 
a bunk bed in a cubicle. 

When the warden got us up in 
the morning, there was a mad 
scramble for the bathroom 
where the previous day's 
clothes were drying. You were 
very fortunate to locate your 
own socks, for example, 
because unless clothes were 
marked they disappeared. 

If you were unluckY, you were 
left with socks with holes in -
and socks were most impor­
tant when wellies were normal 

L d h footwear. 
3ll a Oy After breakfast, there was 

AS A former Land Girl, I found another rush to the bike shed 
Angela Huth's book on the ~o grab a decent bicycle. Then 
Land Girls very true to life and it was off to work, tying rasp­
am looking forward to the berry canes, picking sprouts or 

-_::::::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; .. --, digging up carrots . Once we went threshing on a 
farm where, because tea was in 
short supply, we were given 
cider to drink. It was very 
strong and, not being used to 
it, most of us fell asleep in the 
chaff. 

On Fridays, we went to the 
cinema where we were allowed 
to sit on the floor at the front 
for 6d, which resulted in stiff 
necks. I still keep in touch with 
my friends from those happy 

' .. ·· ··· - -- ···--, --··. - · .. --

days and try to attend the 
Land Army reunions. 

JEAN HOPKTNS, 
Lighthome, Warwickshire. 

Eagle-eyed 
SIMON HEFFER did not com­
pare like with like in criticising 
the late lamented Eagle and 
comparing it so unfairly with 
the Beano. The former was a 
magazine while the latter is a 
comic. 

The Eagle's new owners 
sacked Dan Dare creator 
Frank Hampson without real­
ising that it was his feature 
that sold the Eagle, and there 
followed further takeovers 
which, sadly, sent the publica­
tion to an early grave. 

It did not lack humour. Each 
strip contained light-hearted 
moments and humorous char­
acters, as well as the out and 
out 'funnies' such as Harris 
Tweed and Chieko. It boasted 
the finest collection of artists 
and writers, and it gave young 
children a lot to think about. 

There's nothing wrong with 
quality or being 'intellectual' 
but, in the race to lower stand ­
ards, the Eagle went the way 
our TV programmes are going 
now. 

ALAN VINCE, 
Chatham, Kent. 

--· I 



Frolicking 
in the 
farmyard 

u01my t/Jough'_.th~I tbere we 
ust Jots of ho. '-"' ie 

Ho. :,e-G oe, ~\ 'iN\\e\\ '-Ne 
, '-Ne ..,'<\'iN \.~~ o\ o\.\\er ani.ma\s a~ 

"Ne\\., ..,~me "Q<enmmmg in a farmyard 
no\ics ",,\\O'iN . 

,n\s '-NeeK \-\annah 

Toe show started with a demonstration 
of harnessing a huge Shire horse called 
William, who is 25 years old. Then the 
show man (Daddy called him the Pied 
Piper of West Runtoo but I know be is 
really called David Bakewell) got all the 
children to follow him down to a field 
where he showed us how fame rs used 

horses to dig up the ground for tbem•in 

V\on\s saw qu,te a 
show at the 
Norto\k Shire 
Horse Centre at 
West Runton. 

horses at the centre. 
When it had finished all the 

children piled on to the back of 
a cart and had a ride around the 
centre pulled by one of the 
Shire horse~ 

the days before tractors were invented. 
The second part of the show was pre­

sented by George May who bad lots of 
veiy clever animals. There was Sophie 
the goat who could walk on two legs, 
ackie the carrion crow who could juggle 
itb three balls, a ferret who disappeared 
'WD a man's trouser (Daddy was cover -
. bjs eyes at {hjs pomt, I don 't know 
'.. and M umm y was giggling) and 
ltlle-colk.e- dog wlw <XJ«ld {mn.Q 
tgh h oops , Ol)en an d close a gate and 
jump thro ugh a sack 

~orge was so clever he even got a 
ken to share.her lun ch and a half-pint 
iillk with the ferret . 
::he final part of the show was a horse 
i foal parade when we saw most of the 

• FACTJile 

Theo we headed for the chil­
dren's farm to meet some of the 
rabbits, pigs, chicken , peacocks 
and other animals. Sometimes 
they have a pigs party and 

Daddy says that my little broth­
er Thomas would feel very at 

home . 
Meanw.hjje Thomas had spot-

ted an old tractor in the adventure 
Qlaygrnuna and [ found an-o{c{ 
g;j\lSY caravan and eX\)\med it with 
my friend Naomi. 

l was having so much fun that 
when Mummy offered me a choco­
late bar I said no. Daddy said it was 
the first time ever. This time Daddy 
was right. 

• Location: Signposted off the 
A149 and A 148 between 
Cromer and Sher ingham 

• Daily shows: Two shows 

• Opening: Open 10-5pm 
every day until Octob er 29 
except Saturday s from 
September 9 . 

• Admission: Adult s £3.50, 
senior citizens £2.50, children 
up to 16 £2 , under 4s free. 

· daily from 11.15-12.30 and 3-
4.15pm 

• Saturday children specials: 
Until September 2 children get 
in for £1 on Saturdays and spe­
cial events such as a pigs 
party, animal feeding and pony 
rides. 

• More details: 01263 837339. 

What's On • 17 

The ferret and · 
chicken sharf] 
a half-pint of 
milk. 

• HANNAH'S1op tip 

When they ask for male 
volunteers to put a ferret 
down his trouser leg, get 
Thomas to shout "I want a 
wee wee". Daddy will jump 
up in panic, Thomas will sit 
straight down and Daddy 
will get picked out to make 
friends with the ferret. Ha, 
ha. . 
(PS This was Mummy's 
idea actually). 

- - - - ----~--------~ 

EDP/ Friday, July 1, i99:> 

er 
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16 DISS EXP~SS - September 27 1996 

All smlles as they share happy memories at their reunion In Palgrave, the former Land Army glrls today. . 

an iris 
aokto 

·By Melenie Taylor 

· FORMER Land Army girls 
from across the area 
converged on Palgrave 

Community Centre on Saturday 
fortheir annual get-together. 

Around 44 women, some accom-
panied by their husbands, turned up 
to enjoy a chat and a to talk about 
their memories of working on the 
land. 

Accordionist Alan Ludkin, and his wife 
Gwenda, entertained the audience after 
lunch with a selection of war-time songs. 

Some of the women got up to dance, 
while others just enjoyed . a chat with old 
friends. 

_ A raffle was held at the centre, and the 
afternoon ended ,.1Njth a cup of tea and a 
biscuit. 

Greta Sturgeon, who co-ordinated the 
catering, said: "It was a brilliant day and 
everyone enjoyed themselves. " 

The event was organised by Mrs Ivy 
White, of Diss. 

Friends Ivy White and Joyce Coe, left, 
and Gwen Spink and Shella Garwood 
take a tum on the dance floor, right 

epast 
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Mrs Linda Ashbolt 

Norfolk Museums Service 

Castle Museum Norw ich NR 1 3JU 
Fax : (0 1603) 765651 
Tel : Norw ich (01603 ) 223624 
Direct line : 

The Old Forge , Deopham St. 
\Vymondham 
Norfolk 

August 6th 1996 

Dear Mrs Ashbolt 

Our Ref : 

Your Ref : 

~ 
GRESSENHALL 

the Norfolk Rural Life Museum 
and Union Farm 

On September 4th we are holding a day of events and activities at the Norfolk Rural 
Life Museum, Gressenhall especially aimed at older people . After discussions with 
Mrs Frieda Feetham we have agreed to include a re-union of ex-Women's Land Army 
and Timber Corps members as part of the day . We will provide a table for members to 
picnic at and will serve you with a cup of tea . Please bring your own picnic . In the 
early afternoon we have arranged for keyboard players and a voluntee r to lead 
community singing of appropriate Second World War songs. We hope to intersperse 
these with reminiscences of the Land Army and Timber Corps . 

I do hope you will be able to join other members that day. Admission is free for 
everyone aged 50 plus . I enclose an information leaflet about the day and more 
general information about the museum. 

Yours sincerely, 

Katrina Siliprandi 
Head of Education 

A joint service of the County & District Councils at 
Norwich, King's Lynn, Great Yarmouth, 
Gressenhall, Thetford, Cromer, Walsingham. 

Director: Mrs Catherine M Wilson FSA FMA 
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REUNION: Ivy White, above left, who has set up the meeting. 
Right: Ivy as a Land Army girl in the 1940s. 

Wartime work on 
the country farms 
Former Land Army girls converge 
on Palgrave next week to talk 
about their work during the 
second world war. 

The "girls", now in their 70s and 
80s, will be meeting through the 
efforts of Ivy White, who worked 
as a member of the Women's Land 
Army at Rickinghall. 

More than 100 former members 
attended some of her get-togethers 
in the 1980s, but numbers have 
dwindled in recent years. 

Those arriving for lunch at the 
Palgrave Community Centre near 
Diss on September 27 will be 
regaled with wartime songs. 

Mrs White, then Ivy Booth, went 
into the Land Army from her 
native Cheshire as a 19-year-old 
and arrived at Bury St Edmunds 
station in a state of trepidation. 

She was to be trained at 
Shimpling and admits that the 
first time she was shown into a 
cow. shed she was terrified. 

She soon learned not to be afraid 
and became a relief milker on 
nearby farms before getting a 
permanent posting at F W 
Barker's Hepworth Hall Farm at 
Rickinghall. 

"The work was very hard, but 
everyone was happy. It was a big 
_sense of pulling together," said 
Mrs White, who works full-time in 
a charity shop at Diss where she 
lives with husband Charlie. They 
have a son and daughter and four 
grandchildren. 

She had two escapes while 
working in Suffolk, one in which 
bullets hit her bicycle as she took 
cover in a ditch. 

On another occasion, an aircraft 
crashed into a field close to where 
she was working. The crew and 
nurses on board were killed. 

Guest speaker this year will be 
Jean Neve of Diss, who will talk 
about her work inspecting farms 
during the war. 

Eastern Daily Press, Thursday, September 4, 1997 

It really was 
a day to. 
remember 
More than 1000 people from aero s Ea st 
Anglia were yesterday whisked back to the 
days of steam power, cooking on the ran ge 
and traditional crafts. 
The time travel came at a Day To 
Remember event at Norfolk Rural Life 
Museum, Gressenhall, near Dereham. 
The event was especially aimed at over-50s 
but was also enjoyed by the younger 
generation who received first-hand 
accounts of years gone by from parents 
and grandparents. 
Rain kept some people away and forced 
crowds to take cover during the day, but 
museum curator Andrew Mackay was 
delighted with the event's success. 
"The atmosphere has been just great," he 
said. 
Visitors were able to see blacksmith Tony . 
Keeble, basketmaker Rob King and baker 
Norman Olley at work. • 
In Cherry Tree Cottage, Sally North took 
passers-by back to 1907, chatting about the 
goings-on in her family and showing how 
to cook on the range. 
The 1950s games, lantern slide show, · 
community singalong, traction engine and 
traditional horse ploughing were among 
other events that proved popular. 

'There was also a Land Army reunion 
which gave many women a chance to meet 
up with old friends. 

: . Ro:xy;s Toolbox, 
: .the Norwich 

street 
entertainers, 

: appear on 
Anglia's 
streetwise at 

: 11.20pm. 
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Mrs Linda Ashbolt 

Norfolk Museums Service 

Cast le Museum Norw ich NR1 3JU 
Fax (01603) 765651 
Tel Norw ich (01603) 223624 

Direct line • 

Ou r Ref : 

Your Ref: 

The Old Forge, Deopham St. 
Wymondham 
Norfolk 

August 27th 1997 

Dear Mrs Ashbolt, 

Just to let you know that the day for older people on September 3rd at the Norfolk Rural Life 
Museum is going ahead. I enclose a leaflet about it. We will serve a cup of tea for the ex­
Women's Land Army and Timber Corps members at about 12.30 on the main lawn in front of 
the museum. 

Frieda Feetham has asked me to let you know that she is not able to organise transport this 
year. I do hope you will still be able to come and look forward to meeting you . 

Yours sincerely, 

Katrina Siliprandi 
Head of Education 

A Joint service of the County & District Councils at 
Norwich, King's Lynn, Great Yarmouth, 
Gressenhall, Thetford, Cromer, Walsingham. 

Director: Mrs Catherine M Wilson OBE FSA FMA 
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Commemorating 
human rights 
CAMPAIGNERS are to hold an hour of 
remembrance to commemorate 
Human Rights Day on December 10. 
The event, organ ised by Amnesty 
International in Bury St Edmunds, will 
take place at 7.30pm at St John's 
Church in the town. 
Spokesperson Gitti Dunham said 

. anyone concerned with the right to 
life, liberty, security, food and shelter 
should join the ceremony. 
Human Rights Day commemorates the 
adoption of the Universal Declaration 
of Human ·Rights by the United 
Nations oil December 1 o, 1948. 
"Amnesty lnternational's goal is to 
ensure as many people as possible 
are aware of this special day and the 
importance of the protection of human 
rights for all people. They are our 
rights. If we guard them for others, we 
guard them for ourselves." 

ward for top sports 
Suffolk sports stars have been 
nominated for a top award. 
Three talented sports stars from 
Suffolk have been shortlisted for an 
award from BBC's Look East. 
Television -viewers from the.county are 
being asked to telephone to vote in 
two different categories, individual 
achievement and team achievement. 
All three sports stars fall under the 
individual catagory, they are 
Lowestof(s long distance runner Paul 
Evans, who won the Chicago 
marathon, the Newmarket jockey 
Frankie Dettori, who won a 
magnificent seven races at one 
meeting, and the Suffolk yachtswoman 
Samantha Brewster who became the 
first woman to sail around the world 
ag11inst prevailing winds. 
Look East will be running features on 
all the nominees beginning December 
2. The lines will open on December 6 
and they'll remain open until 
December 10. The results will be 
·announced on December 19and 20. 

A good, local employer 
Managers at St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council are celebrating an 
award for being a good employer. 
It has become the first local authority · 
in Suffolk to win the Investors in 
People award for the whole council. 
Richard O'Driscoll, . chair of the 
personnel committee, said: "This 
award proves we are investing in 
training and development of our staff 
and this investment is paying good 
dividends in the way we serve local 
people." 
The recognition completes a hat-trick 
of awards for the council. Earlier this 
week it won the Governm·ent's Charter 
Mark Award for leisure and housing 
benefit services and 'has also scooped 
the European quality award for 
environmental health and leisure. 

New Labour chairman 
A new chairman of the Labour Party-'s 
Bury St Edmunds Constituency group 
has been elected. . 
Judy Rogers, of Stowmarket, has just 
taken over from outgoing chairman 
Stan Robinson, who had to resign 
because of work commitments. 
The constituency covers a wide area, 
incl uding Bury St-Edmunds, 
Stowmarket, Needham Market and 
Stowupland. 

Thieves off with bubbly 
Thieves fled with two bottles of 
champagne after breaking into a 
Suffolk business. 
The bur~lars snatched the bubbly 
along with a Panasonic television and 
a computer from the premises of C 
Olley & Son in Finchain Road 
Mildenhall. . ' 
The building was broken into during 
the weekend. Anyone with , information 
should contact Mildenhall Police on 
01284 774100. 

Bring and buy for LEPRA 
LEPl:IA, the international leprosy 
charity bai_;ed In Colchester, is holding · 
a Great Br~ng and Buy Sale on Friday. 
The event Is part of the nationwide 
Blue Peter Appeal for Leprosy and will 
take place In the United Reform 
Church, Lion Walk, Colchester from 
10am to 3pm. ' 
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More tales from the home front with the 

no DAYS before her 18th birth­
. ay wa s Ada Clarke's first day· in 

the Land Army. 
"I went by local bus to East Bergholt, where 

I was to work on a small market garden," 
recalls Ada, now Mrs Newman, and living in 
Martlesham . 

"Two other girls were already working there and · 
lived in the owner's house. I went to board with a fam-

_ ily in a council house close by. l enjoyed working in 
the greenhouses and learned all ab9ut tomatoes and 
grape vines. 

"I was also taught to double dig. Only weighing 
seven stone and being 4ft 10 ins tall, it was something 
to keep up with the others. They both left within two 
weeks of each other and were replaced with two more, 
who also left after a very short time! 

'We all 
jumped 
inJ!?(!he 
d.itch 
I J 

except the-
orie who 
ipas . 
shouting 
'D@n't 
panic!' 
, and who 
fainted in 
the field! 

CATHY BROWN 
meets Ada Clarke 
of Martlesham 
and hears 
her fondly 
remembered 
wartime 
stories 

"We worked from 7 am until 4 pm, Monday to 
Friday and 7 am until noon on Saturday , with Sunday 
off , so l did go·home to Ipswich every weekend." 

After six weeks, Ada was given a new posting: she 
went on the train, with her bicycle, to Campsea Ashe, 
to a newly opened Hostel at the Old Rectory, where 
she was to stay until December 1946. 

~tie 
WOMfNS. 
lA 

"There were about 10 other girls, and we slept in a 
large b_edroom on iron bedsteads . These could easily 
be adjusted so that they collapsed when you lay down 
- a trick that often oc;cwTed l 

'We were very comfortable, really, as well fed as we 
all were in those days of rationing ." 

Lunch was dripping, beetroot and cheese sandwich­
es, with ginger cake, "packed in a wicker hamper and 
carried on a cycle by whoever in the gang was brave 
enough" to wherever the girls were working. 

lobs in~luded picking blackcurrants, pie.king up 
potatoes and "p ickin g up sticks" - helpipg to clear all 
the old ropts left behind after bulldozers had cleared 
meadows of hedges and trees: "not actually hard 
wt>rk, but boring after a few days," says Ada. 

"We always went back to the hostel for a hot meal of 
meat and vegetables, and then a cup of cocoa before 
bedtime ." 

More bedrooms were added to the hostel, and there 
was an "invasion" of girls from Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, bringing the total to 42. . 

"There was · some rivalry between North and 
South , Protestants and Catholics, but all soon 
adjusted and great friendships developed," says 
Ada, who still corresponds with a "girl" from 
Manchester. 

"By this time we didn't have to cycle to woft. We 
went further afield by lony and at one period on old 

Eostem Collilt ies Bus. We didn ~ a/ways o// go 
'l.<:>"1,<:.~<:.--\:,~\. '»s:st'6st.~'\'S'.\. 't,'lil\~',, ~-&I. 'b."'i..=><:>=:' 
=~ 'i,<:,m,<:,~/ , , 'b. '1\i\.\ ~ ~= \.l:)'1.<:.~=-

"We wcn1, .. e(\ a fo1e anli a b..ill. 1.1a1 wee"' 110 \ was 
still able to go home to lpswi.ch at weekends." 

Work varied according to the seasons: carrot 
pulling , pea picking, beet hoeing, muck spreading, 
hedging and ditching, with groups staying on dif. 
ferent fanns during harvest. 

"We go t tired, fed up at times and very, very wet 
and cold , especially at sugar beet harvesting," Ada 
recalls. 
• "It was most annoying when yo u 'd wotked all 

?ay _in ,fog and _drizzle, with sacks for aprons. 
pulli?g - knoc~g and laying the beet in rows -

th~n mstead of gomg ba ck the next day to the easi­
er Job of 'topping', you were sent to another fann to 
'pull and knock' all over again -

"Compared to some of the l~d girls hostel life 
.wasn't too bad. We were allowed one bath a week 
(tw o f?r those who never went home at weekends) 
~en m turns by a rota . 

Often we eh~ and got in as your special m:i.tr 
t~~ Except.ions w~e made on really dirty jolb: 

all _g and str aw baling .:... and you made sure you 
~:thr did get back dirty and greasy to get that extra 

"On really bad · 
piaced round th ' :ramed Y days, wooden frames were 
dried ~ ges of the dining tables and 

peas were tipped 1 fi . ' 
ones . It was reall ou or us to pick out the bad 
sorts of games an~ °:1°0 _otonous, but we devised all 

One day ·that w smgmg _ to relieve the boredom: 
workino m a as ~ything but boring, Ada was 
gunned 0 by a~g m a field and was machint· 

S "We all jum ~an fighter plane! 
t-----=:--::-:-::---- -- ---'=....:S::.:OOT:::'---__._wJ. was shouting~O::~ the ~tch, except the one who 

long hours, little pay but s . n' P"""' who frunted'" .. 

"I STARTED my service on arol!nd the area. Their first job was Battlesbrid • app11 
January?, 1942, and went to a cutting overtown hedges and dig- and look /r to learn how to rtt"lk ·~ 
newly _built Land Army Hostel gIng out_ dltc es on farms where Her four :ea'%_f 0 ws:" 1 ~nifred Gamble, from Bury St 
with nine other girls " remem- iel~ drainage had t?een neglec ted farm at St 0s thserv,ce ended on n,•smbundds., _Werked on a tru·,t farm at 
bers Mrs D Mann who now r es during the depression years . "On 10 kl Y . a "' y 
in Little Tey. ' rv L~ter_ experience inc!uded hoeing, hard ~ithng back, the work tribut urmg the war and pays 
.. th . smghng and harvesting sugar ' long hou • Was the R·~ tbo the land Army girls from 
We 1e:hic~ first intake to the beet; and "traving" (stooking) bar- ray, but we had so:ns and httle al IS l>Y Hostel who worked 

hoste , bwas to house 40. ley and wheat at harvest tim imes, and We w e very happy ongside her and d"d " . II 
Having i::; worn_ and bred in "During the potato harv~t .:e ha ~ountry's war eJre ~elping the noble job." . t a JO y 

:iir:if ;;/:0{:i;!: ~et~~~fy~
5 

:~:rr::n~~a°dn a~~::~r: :fa~e d ~~~~~~::'o t~~~~~~t~~ J1~~ent ~% S~Ster Was in charge of a 
more different " ave n bulld in'l., one of the ir airfields " country People a Ith I ordinary Have;hf.l Little Bradley, near 
The nostel wa; at Stansted and the :~~II~ ~s Marn, Now it is the a °L~~~ons ':'.'Vere rath°e~gh 1Hv.ing course ~ , and the girls _did a 
girls were sent out to farms .. , 11~ter0:e~tnt~ ~~~Ing centre at dirty hi:s~h~I~ Was hee:,~t~e to house• oh Preparing to 'keep . 

treated as one ,1and Was alwa on the r e~ they-finished working 
o the fatnily." Ys "'Th" and, she remembers. 

gre:,-'nater moved to Bury, and it 
l:>Opularity :• 
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Concert in tune 
with hospital 
A CONCERT given by Suffolk Concert 
Band raised £400 for the Ipswich 
Hospital Radio last week. 
The highlight of their programme at the 
Castle Hill United Reform Church was 
the guest appearance of Adrian 
Hopgood. He has had a long 
association with the band and recalled 
hearing the Castle Hill organ being 
played at Clacton when he was a child. 
Accompanied -by Suffolk • Concert Band, 
he gave a vituoso performance of the 
f2th Street Rag on six Instruments 
consecutively - cornet, euphonium, 
clarinet, saxophone, recorder and the 
organ. 

etween the lines 
A serving train driver will give a talk and 
slideshow to the Colchester branch of 
the East Anglia Railway Museum on 
Friday. 
A Driver's Eye View - Part 4, with Dave 
Newell, is set to go ahead at the Friends 
Meeting House,-Church Street, 
Colchester, at 7.30pm. 
Mr Newell is described as a man who 
rarely travels without his camera, giving 
members of the museum branch an up­
to-the- minute record of the railways of 
Brita in. 
The meeting · is open to all, with an . 
admission charge _ of £1.50. 

Chantry celebrations 
The Chantry Area Housing Office in 
Ipswich celebrated its 10th anniversary 
yesterday. 
It was the first to open under the 
borough council's policy of 
decentralised housing management. 
Since then the council's closer to home 
policy has been extended and · 
expanded and now many more services 
are provided from outlets right in the 
heart of the various Ipswich 
communities. 
The housing offices are connected to 
the Civic Centre with computer, ' 
providing access to many other 
services, so people don't have to go to 
the town centre .for help and advice. 

Appeal for donations 
An appeal is being made for /donated 
items to go into Christmas hampers for 
elderly people. 
Collection points have been sef up in 
pubs, shops and businesses around 
Bury St Edmunds and donations will be 
accepted up to next Wednesday. 
Local schools are also helping the 
appeal, which is supported by St 
Edmundsbury Borough Council, the 
town's Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the .Licensed Victuallers 
Association, and charities. 
The hampers will be made up on 
December 20 ready for distribution in 
time for Christmas. 

Operation Santa cash 
Operation Santa Claus, SGR-FM·and 
Amber Radio's annual charity 
fundraising appeal for local charit ies, 
has raised £53,000 this year with 
thousands more still to come. 
The figure, up on last year, will be a big 
boost to local charities in the Ipswich 
and Bury areas. . 
The organisers would like to thank all 
those who contributed and participated 
in this year's appeal. 

Brochure details 
A brochure full of Christmas Holiday 
activities taking place at Ipswich 
Borough Council sports centres, 
swimming pools, play centre, mansion 
and museum is available now. Covering 
December 23 to January 3, the brochure 
Is free and can be ordered on the 
holiday hotline at Maidenhall Sports 
Centre on 01473 680644. 

Felixstowe flag· day 
A flag .day held in Felixstowe raised 
£869 for the Fire Service National 
Benevolent Fund. _ . 
FSNBF representative at Felixstowe Fire 
Station, Dave Kemp thanked everyone 
in the area who donated to the event 
and who helped with the collection. , 

Boys Brigade concert 
Residents of the old people's home In 
Prince of Wales Drive , Stoke Park, 
Ipswich, were entertained to a concert 
on Sunday by the 3rd Ipswich Boys 
Brigade Band. 

I 

. 
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WARTIME MEMOR IES: Peggy Moule, of Newmarket, with a portrait of her in 1945 and a thank you letter signed by the Queen 

1 king goats and a regular 
JEAN Wilding-Wa lsh was work­

ing for the Ministry of 
Agriculture on the Tuberculin 

Testing Scheme for cattle, when It 
was put on hold for the war period. 
"Feeling useless, I tried to join the 
WRNS," she says. Unfortunately, 
she forgot to menti on that her father 
had been a naval officer in the First 
War, and so "d id n't get very far." 
So she tried for a nursing career, 
and was accepted by Great Ormond 
Street, subject to a satisfactory 
report from her doctor. She passed 
the medical part but failed on the 
last question: "Do you think this 
candidate would make a good 
nurse?" 
"He put the one wol'd: 'no'." 
The Land Army was Jean's third 
choice, and on her 21st birthday, 
she found herself~ log as a pri­
vate gardener for a vicar in north 
Essex, living In the vicara_ge with the 
family, 
"It was a doddle of a job for a land 
girl. I learnt to milk goats (blind-fold­
ing them when on heat to stop them 
jumping up and down), feed the 
chickens and produce all the veg­
etables" 
But sh~ did not feel as if she was 
helping with the war effort, and took 
the opportunltY when It came to 
move to a fruit farm on the 
EsseX/Suffolk 1>0rcler. 
"This time I really fell on my feet as 
the farmer's wife was a fabulous 
cook, and she Insisted that her. girls 
should have a bath every day -
something that some land girls 
hardly saw throughout their ser­
vice!' 
Jean was the first of three and she 
remembers the astonishment of for­
mer factory girl Gladys, when the 
farmer's wife decided to dress for 
dinner In a velV8t gown the night 

COUNTRY LIFE: From left, Jean, 
Barbara and Gladys enjoying a 
well-earned rest In the sun and 
right, wrapping up warm for dog-

walking in the fields 

she arrived. "Gladys was a marvel­
lous companion, singing all day 
long as she pruned the trees or 
picked the apples, without ever 
repeating herself," says Jean. 
"Barbara, the third and youngest 
member of our team, managed to 
eat 15 apples before breakfast (only 
the blemished ones) without any Ill 
effects. We always gave up count as 
to what her daily total was!" 

"f!1roughout the year, the three girls 
did two hours before breakfast, 
"And In winter we would often sit u 
our ladders tor a time until dawn P 
broke and we could see what we 
were doing with our secateurs•" 
The fann had three dogs a G~ 
Dane, a West Highland a~d a 
Dachshund: "Each dog had his/her 
own land girt, but we did not doth 
chOOSing: the dogs chose their gi,:s 

and stuck by them," says Jean, 
"We ate breakfast and lunch at the 
farm and collected our evening meal 
to take to our bungalow down the 
road. It was a marvellous arrange­
ment, except that, originally, there 
was no running water (later a stream 
was diverted), the walls streamed 
with damp in the winter, so that our 
clothes were not fit to wear in the 
morning if we did not put them 
under the bedclothes, and the 'loo' 
was down the garden: quite an 
ordeal on snowy nights!." 
Jean recalls that the whole area was 
"policed" by the American Army, 
!'ho had bomb dumps there, includ­
ing some on the farm. 
"They dropped in from time to time 
for a 'cuppa' and to talk about their 
families , bringing us a few sweets 
and even the odd towel. We coul .d 
never understand how no-one 
noticed how tat the odd soldier was t. 
v~en he_ went on duty, only to return 
slim again - when he had taken off 
the towel round his waist!" 
Jean says that Hunts of Earls Colne 
kind1Y. offered the land girls the use 
of th eir squash courts to relax after 
~ork: "But they were always too 
tired to take advantage of it, 
although we cou ld generally sum­
mon up enough energy to go to a 
dance!" 
They all learnt to jive. 
;!0 th is day, I still have to remem­

r not to Jig about on a dance . =:;" says Jean , who went on to 
C m_e Mayor of Fyfde Borough 

ouncil. 
"A fruit fann in spring is quite heav­
enly, .Particulal1y at 6 am, but In wi.n­
t~r With th e trees damp and drip­
ping, it Is dlfficutt to stop the wet 
=Yl~g up one's sleeves, however 
" ayers one wears. 
We were forever cycling to the 
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an ears! 
No high life f or 
Peggy a,s she digs 
in with land girls 

concludes our senes 
on local Land Girls 

BORN in Newmarket, Peggy Moule was "a 
town girl" with a glamorous ambition : "I 
was · just crazy to go on the stage as a 

dancer." 
"Country girls were those who came into Newmarket on the 

Saturday buses for shopping," she says. , 
"Although I knew well what a farm was , and what a cow, or pig or chicken 

looked like, I could never have imagined that I was destined to work on a farm 
for five years." 

But the outbreak of war when she was just 16 rapidly changed. her expectations . 
Peggy, who has returned to Newmarket in retirement, says that taking part in 

troop concerts, or dancing on an upturned crate in ~h~ middle of a field to amuse 
fellow land girls was as far as she got towards fulfilling her stage-struck dreams. 

As a land girl she worked on part of Mark Hall Park, destined eventually to _be 
swallowed by Harlow New Town, which was first ploughed up to produc e veg-

. etables fo r the war effort . · 

bathe 
nearest WI.A second-hand shops f!)r 
macs, both for ourselves. and, albeit 
discreetly, for the local girls we 
worked with. 
"Sadly, after three years On between 
the German and Japanese ~ur~en• 
ders) 1 was invalided out with tino­
slnovitis (repetitive strain syndro!11e) 
- but no bandages for me, I was 1ust 
told to put my hands alternate!}'. , 
under hot and cold water tap~: }'hat s 
all you can do,' the doctor said. . 
Jean's time in tile Land Army has left 
her with "happy memories, but a very 
poor grip, plus a bit of pain after 
pruni~g my own apple and pear 
trees. "M" of Ag" 
She did not return to the m ' 
but became an agricultural Journalist, 
"spending my working life, a~ong 
other things , walking around fields 

once again." d ArmY were 
Volunteers for the Lan ed 
the on ly civil servants who Join ':/' 
and did not get their pay (£1 a wee 
plus keep!) made up to their salary, 

she says. er year 
" We got two free rail passe~ p lothes 
plus our top clothes (no un1 ~~ little 
or ciwies) so money was us e 
ti ght! When we were demobbed, ~ 
were allowed to keep our overcoa1 s. 
"It always makes me laugh when her 
see a film of a land girl working In 
overcoat: they were tar too preclou!e 
for muck-raking , etc. In fact theY w 
very good quality. 

"M ark Hall mansion in the park. 
owned by the Gilbey family , was req­
uisitioned for a Land Girls Hostel, 
and became the wartime home for 
many girls and women, mostly from 
Lond on: the Cockney Girls , we 
called them," she recalls, · 

" In all there were about 25-30 Land 
Army girls- working daily on New 
Hall Farm. The few farm labourers 
who remained had been exempted 
from the Armed Forces because ·of 
their worthy skills, but the land girls 
worked alongs ide them, equal to 
much of tl1e farm work." , 

Thi s included tractor driving, work­
ing in cow sheds. dung carting with 
hor ses, caring for poultr y, tree­
felling, hoeing, thinnin g and picking 
or cutting vege tables and salad crops 
tlrroughout the changing seasons. 

"Winter months were worst of all: 
up at the crack of dawn and on the 
farm by 7.30 am. On cold freezi ng 
mornings, one could neve r forget the 
Brussels sprouts! 

"With thick brown acks tied 
around our back-s for protecti on 
against the wet stalks, icicles would 
droop from our noses, and one could 
hardly bear to look up over the back­
bending task in front of us, in ankle 
deep, mud-sodden fields. Often fog 
blotted out every thing. Al times we 
were able to laugh al tlie hilarity of it 
all, but some needed to cry. 

"\Ve were even human scarecrows 
at times, walking round and round 
acres of cabb age fields, in all weath­
er, snow, fog and rain, just to scare 
off hungry crows and pigeons. 

"Treading the silage pit was anoth-

CUTTING A DASH: Peggy Moule with her friend Ruth Linzell when 
they we re In the Land Army in 1945 

er weary, alm ost mind-boggling task I 
endur ed fo r w hole days at a times. This 
was to flatten down underfoot a mix­
tur e of straw, molasses and dried 
' pigs' bloo d', used for cattle feed' 

";However, we were a happy, ~lose 
lmit band of land girls, and I was 
alw ays rea dy to en tertain in the 
gloomy mome nts with some clumsy 
attempts to dance in the fields at the 
same time loo lcin .. out for the fo~eman! 

'We all shared ~ur problems, worries 
and losses, with equal good spirit, and 
are pro ud now to say that we all 'dam: 
it'." 

By the time she left the Land Anny . 
Peggy says, "My dancing days were 
over . I had already met my fu1ure hu~, 
ba nd. He was a watercress grower." 

T hey had a daughter, and later she 
wen t into nursing. . 

Now reti red, she is immersed JO corn-

munity life io NeWD?-atket. "1 keep 
active ,. she says: particularly through 
her in~olvement wi1h the Pensioners ' 
Association and St Mary's Church. 

She also gives talks about her experi­
ences in the Land N 

Peggy remembers Harlow plannci;s 
visiling the fields when they were 
working in 1943, and says the land 
girls were "horrified to think that this 
lovely parkland was going to be all 
houses." 

They were still working there when 
the first flats were being built 

Now he thinks that Harlow is a 
well-landscaped success and she is 
delighted that the little cllurch where 
they used to shelter from the rain has 
been kept as a remin der of those days, 
as the New Town prepares to celebrate 
its half century . "The only stipulation when I left was 

that they had to be returned for dying 
navy blu e. When I got mine back, It 
was so small It went as a present to a 
little boy, so i wrote to The Times 
erote stlng. 
'My letter wasn't publish ed, but I 
learned the power of the Press, for 
the authorities cancelled this demand, 
and girls were allowed to keep their 
coats, undyed." 

We were even human scarecrows at times, walking round 
and round acres of cabbage fields, in all weather. snow, fog 
and rain, just to scare off hungry crows and pig~ons.' 

School's concert 
quickly sold out 
PEOPLE who turned up without tickets 
to the annual Christmas concert in the 
chapel of the Royal Hospital School, 
Holbrook, this year would have been 
disappointed. 
The popular concert, by the Holbrook 
Music Society, conducted by th e 
school' s musical director Peter 
Crompton, was sold out well ahead of 
time. 
More than '1,000 tickets were sold \n 
advance, \n contrast to previous years 
when there was a chance of getting a 
tick et at the door. 

Bumper fayre planned 
Manningtree is planning a bumper 
Christm as Fayre for this Friday, with a 
huge variety of attractions on offer. 
The town will be closed to traffic from 
6pm to 8pm, when a host of 
entertainers will take to the streets. 
Father Christmas on his sleigh, the 
Dixie Jazz Bandits, Spectrum 
Saxophone Quartet, sword dancers, 
stilt -walking juggl ers and Morris 
dancers are just part of the festivities. 
Shopown ers dressed in Victorian 
costume will be distributing mince pies 
and mulled wine, and the local church 
choir will s ing at 6.15pm. 

Raiders Ulw~ed 
Raiders who broke into two 
bus inesses at Felixstowe got away 
empty handed becaus e the own ers did 
not leave cash on the premises. 
Mino r damage was caused at Peter 
Foley' s car workshop on the Bridge 
Road industri al estate and a rear 
wind ow was brok en at th e Sandwich 
Shop, Hami lton Road, in the incidents . 
A polic e spokesman said: ''The thieves 
were looking for cash and both 
premises were thoroughly searched 
but no money on th e premise s." 

Success on th~ eatcls 
A Christm as card designed by a seven­
year-old Suffolk girl has won for her 
school £200 worth of education 
equipment vouchers in a Royal Mail 
competition . 
Hundreds of youngster s across the 
Anglia region produced designs 
inspired, like the 1996 Christma s 
stamps, by the Nativity. 
One of the winning designs was 
produced by Hannah Hinchl ey of 
Sprites Infants School in Ipswich and 
the school was presented with their 
prize by Ipswic h Mail Centre manag er 
James Grime. 

Branch welcome 
The Lowestoft branch of the Suffolk 
Pensioners Association was delighted 
to welcome Trevor Carter, chairman of 
Waveney District Council, and Bob 
Blizzard, leader of the council, to its 
Christmas Party at Stella Maris Hall on 
Monday night 
About 100 people attended the party 
and Jim Hodges, SPA public relations 
offi cer, thanked all the local firms th_at 
donated gifts for the raffle. 

Swimming for England 
• A pupil from Deben High School at 

Felixstowe has been selected to swim 
tor his country. Phillip Gallagher , a 
Year 8 student at the school In 
Garrison Lane, will compete for the 
Engli sh School s team against Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland in an Internationa l 
gala next March. ' 

Television taken 
A 14-inch TV set, a radio-cassette 
play er, pair of binoculars and cash 
worth a total of £200 were stolen from a 
hou se in Cavendish Road, Felix .stowe. 
The thi eves forced a back door to gain 
entry to the property while the owners 
were away for three weeks. 

Car is attacked 
Vandal s have attacked a car at the Mid 
Suffolk Leisure Centre, Stowmarket 
The car, belonging to a member of , 
staff, had the bonnet damaged and a 
light smashed at about 8.25pm on 
Monday nigllt . 

Crime by Ule sea 
Burglars stole a TV, video recorder , 
cash and CDs worth a tota \ o1 £500 
after breaking into a seafront house 
at Russell Road , Felixstowe . 
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field! Luckily all escaped injury. I remember too 
coming back from work one day through Wickham 
Market and seeing a row of rubble that had been 
cottages when we went by in the morning." · 

But not all the memories are so grim. 
"Thinking back, I enjoyed ~y time," says }\da. 

''.Life was what you made of 1t, hours were farrly 
regular, meals were wholesome - unless you were 
the unlucky one to get the rabbit's head on your 
plate on stew ni~ht! And o~ce "'.hen pepper was 
mistakenly used mstead of gmger m the cake! 

"Social life was fun. Concerts and film shows 
were brought to the hostel occasionally. Lorries 
transported us to dances in the area at Anny camps, 
British and American." 

Particular! y popular was the trip to 0rfordness 
Island: "If the tide was 'right' you couldn't always get 
back at 10.30pm as was the rule!" 

Ada says that as far as the villagers were co~~?1ed, 
there was some "jealousy and derogatory stones , but 
in general the fond girls were welc~m~: 'There were 
invitations to WI meetings and mdiv1dual hom_es. 
Several girls - including myself - eventually mamed 
local boys." . . 

There was no gratu.1~ when tl1e grrls left the land 

amiy. ·hi h I d bee "I was allowed to keep my overcoat, w c ia n 
used all of the four and a half y~ _fo~ best an~. work, 
also a work:iJ_ig jacket ~e called nulk:ing coats and a 
pair of working boots . 

Atler leaving the Land Am1y, Ada' worked as a 
cashier at Egertons .in Ipswich before returning t0 
Campsea Ashe when she maiTied on Christmas Eve, 
1949 Her husband went on to be foreman on the 
Loudham Estate, so she has remained in contact with 
the land all her life._ 

Now a widow, with an adopted son and a grandson, 
Ada does a lot of work for the church because "people 
round here were so wonderful when my husband 
died." She belongs to the Village Produce Association 
and "llte WJ, of course" and enjoys knitting and mak­
ing soft toys. "And I love writing letters!" 

NEXT WEEK: THE DANCER WHO BECAME A HUMAN SCARECROW 

\ .. ., ...... . , ..... ~ ~ . , ... 

NEWsm D 
Councillor speaks 
at special semiw 
A MAJOR seminar for people who w orl( 
with the elderty is being held at Haverhlll. 
The regional event, organised by the 
Chartered Institute of Housing, will be 
held tomorrow in the Town Hall Arts 
Centre. More than 150 de~ are 
expected to attend the seminar, hosted 
by St Edmundsbury Borough council. 
Sheila Wormleighton, chair of the 
council's environmental health and 
housing committee, will be one of the 
speakers and will talk about the needs of 
elderly people living in sheltered 
accommodation. 

New Year music magic 
Trianon Music Group starts rehearsal 
next week for Its January 4 presentation 
of New Year Music Magic at the Ipswich 
Corn Exchange. Members of the choir 
and orchestra will be perfonning music 
from classics such as spirituals to 
Tchaikovsky's Sleeping Beauty, and will 
be including the kind of works for which 
Trianon is well known. First time local 
performances of Jaws, Jurassic Par!< and 
a brand new selection from The Lion King 
are included. If you want to know more 
about taking part then phone 01473 
727616. Tickets for the show are on sale 
now from the Ipswich Com Exchange 
(01473 215544). 

Cash taken from hotel 
Thieves snatched cigarettes and cash 
from a fruit machine In the reception 
area of a Suffolk hotel. 
Raiders struck at the Regency House 
Hotel in Looms Lane, Bury S1 Edmunds, 
between Sunday and Monday, escaping 
with a large quantity of tobacco and £100 
in cash. 
The cigarettes were taken from a 
vending machine \n the hotel's ~on 
along witn monev grabbed from \ne 
wrecked mm. macn,ne. 

"'-~ "-~"-' m~\\n~ '-l\ ""~ ~~ .n\\~ 11; 
"'-~'l\\~~~~ '::A~ -~ ~~~ 
Thursday, !Jecember 14 at ?..71.lpm m Si' 

John's Hall. 
Guest speaker for the evening Is Audrey 
Bush, of Woodbridge, who will be 
demonstrating Chocolates and Sweets 
for Christmas. . 
The competition will be the presentati<>n 
of four shortbread fingers. Non-
members are welcome. ~-

Going medieval 
All Saints Church in Great 0akley is to 
benefit from a Medieval Christmas Fayre 
this Saturday. 
The fayre at the village haU lasts from 
10am to 12.30pm, and Includes alJ the 
traditional festive activities and stalls. 
There will be games, mulled wine, roast 
chestnuts and Father Christmas 

Schoof fun time 
It's Christmas Bazaar time this Saturday 
at St Margaret's Primary School, Bolton 
Lane, Ipswich. come along~ 2pm 
and 4 pm for an afternoon of festive fun. 
All proceeds to S1 Margaret's PTA. 

Top schoOls swimmer 
Gosfield School pupil Alexander 
Witherspoon from Little Green, 
Chelmsford, has become lndepe~n ! 
Schools' Association national swimrrung 
champion torthe 50 metres treestyle . . 
Eleven-year-old Alexander also swam in 
the relay team tor East Anglia , which 
won two second places. 

Drink-drive campaign 
A short video is being sent to local fi rms 
as Suffolk Police launch the ir Christmas 
drink-drive campaign. 
Police want business bosses to show 
wort<:ers the video, which carries the 
message: "Christmas is a time tor 
giving, not taking." 

Unit window broken 
Vandals smashed a window at a 
psychological unit during a night time 
raid. Damage was caused to the Norfolk 
County Council office In Elm Road, 
Thetford, between Monday evening and 
early yesterday morning. The window 
will cost £50 to repair. 

Bazaar weekend 
Elmstead Market Community Centre Is 
hosting a bazaar this weekend. 
The event on Saturday, which starts at 
2pm, has been organised to raise funds 
tor the refurbishment of the centre. 



rtRnd Army veterans 
fight.for recognition 

AN ESSEX MP is backing a call by Ess·ex 
"Land Girls" to have the vital role they 
play!d during the Second World War 
officially recognised by the Gover~ment. 

Clacton Land Girl Evelyn Di:xon, 75, 1s spear-
heading a campaign to h the efforts of the 
W , L ave W , omen s and Arm (WLA) and omen s 
Timber Corp (WTC) hJnoured by the Secretary of 
State for _Defence, George Robertson MP. 

~ rs Dixon says she is u set and angry at the way 
theu role ~as been forgott~n over the past 50 years. 

She claims the history b ks fail 10 recount how 
they took on demanding ~o icultural jobs to pro­
duce food for the country i\g 1939-45. 

She said: "Everybod e uri seems to have been 
!e!De~bered but us. A/ lse t older you see the 
IIlJ ust1ce of it. You ge 

"I remember in l 94l when the country was do~n 
to _six weeks' worth of food because of our. ships 
~eing bombed 011 their wa back from Amenca. If 
1t had not been for the 0 . 1Y hat would have hap-
pened?" 1r s w 

She said they were about having no 
documentation to prove ~~haPJfct done the job. All 
the WLA records were d ey yed in 1952. cstro 

MP backs campaign 
over vital war role 

"We would like the Government to re-write our 
records and give us a certificate. Something that we 
can pass on to our grandchildren." she said. 

Mrs Dixon joined the Women's Land Army on 
her 17th birthday in 1939 and served through the 
war years until November 1945. 

Like thousands of other girls she was posted 
miles away from home and found herself taking on 
traditionally male agricultural jobs which she was 
neither trained nor prepared for. 

She . found _hersel! ?oing farmwork such as 
ploughing, felling, picking llpples, milking cows, 

emptying slurry and spraying fields for just 25 
shillings a week. 

Mrs Dixon said: "It was a hard life. We were up 
at 4.30am seven days a week and we could not 
)eave. For two-and-a-half years I did not have a 
bath." 

"I do not regret what I did but I would like to be 
recognised for keeping the country going as war 
waged." 

Her call is being backed by Harwich MP Ivan 
Henderson who is asking George Robertson to 
recognise their efforts. 

Mr Henderson said: "Those in the WLA and 
WTC were issued with service numbers , wore .u?J­
forms and were posted to all areas of the Bntish 
Isles . They played a vital role in this country_'s war 
effort and it is only right that they should receive the 
recognition that their efforts deserve." 



L,._~NDGIRLS ON TH I~ 
F~'1RM ONCE 111o·n .~ 

KentNell 1s ~tl11dfji'lts cel e6'ltlte th e it,o'lk 
the Worne11.S' ~tlrtd A'l JtJtl/ 

(t 

Formation 
The roots of the \,\'nm en 's Lrnd .-\nn\ · l,1\· in the Firs t 
\ \ orld \\' ,H. The lc1bL)llr :-JH)rt,1gt' Cl'L'c1kd by tlw 
,1bse11ee of fcirm c1nd oth e r \\·ork ers L)]1 militcH\' St'n ·icL' 
resul ted in th e \\' (.)men 's Lc111d .-\rmy bt•ing bl)l'l1 
Re er u i t s \ \ · l:' re l) ff e r e d t h e c h ,111 c e t l) s l' r \'L ' i n 
.-\u..,ricultur e, Timber Cu ttin c..,' l)r Fl)fr1~t' sectiuns . 13,· 

~ L L 

1 918 , 2 .3, U O O L111 d g i r 1 s ( c1 cc e p tt> d f rn m -L:' , L) L) l l 

<'1pplicc1nt s) h,1d been ,1t \\ l)rk . The First \\ .l)rld \Vc1r 
\ Vnmen 's Lrnd Arm\ · \, ·c1s finc1lh· di:--bandt'd in I q l lJ. 

. . 

' Landgirls' 
In 19.39 the second \\'omen's Lrnd Arm, · \\ ·,15 l)frici,111\· . . 

re- form ed. Its recruits \\' e re q u ic kl: · re- c h ri s tenL'd 
'L1111dgir/~' c1nd hc1,·e be en so kn0\\'11 eu : r since. 

Recruitment 
Recr u itm ent L)fficc>s opened c1ll L)\·er th e Cl°)untr>· in 
tll\\·1i:,; ,1nci cities, l)ne e ,·en in London 's O\t u rd Stree t. 
Th e offic ic1l minimum c\~ e tu join \\ ' i'l S sen :>nt ee n ,1nd c1 
h,1Jf, but quit e often g irls of 17 \,·ere ,Kc ept ed . Th e 
li, ·es uf the g irb ,,ccepted chc1nged c1brupth· ,IS the, · 
le ft home often for the first time , llL)t cll\\ ·,:1~ s gL)ing tL) 
idec11 \, ·o rking c1nd Ii , ·ing conditions . 

Training 
Girls \,·ere train ed , c1t desi g nc1ted training tcnm s crnd 
,1gricultural colleges , for si\: ,, ·eeks in milking (hc1nd 
c1nd mc1chine ), ,,nimc1l husbc1ndr> ·, trc1ctor dri, ·in g, 
hc1nd: ,,·ork , thc1tching , hed ge lc1ying, timb er \\ 'L)rk c1nd 
pes t CL)ntr o l. Som e di sco,·ered tc1lent s c1nd d e , ·e loped 
grea t sk ills . \r!any emplo: ·ers gc1 ,·e glo\, ·ing repL)rtS o t 
the ir gi rls , fo r e \c1rnple " 111_11 ,.;;irl~ t1r l' 11~ Stltid 11~ 111111 
111t1IL' i 1m 1 :1·t11-/.:a , 1111d offr 11 11111(/1 111t1n · L·t111,(it·nlit 111~" . 

. . 

Uniform - H\ 1/ki11g Out 
Th is CL)nsis ted of l,1eed bn)\, ·n shl)l:'..;, bn )\,·n Cl)rdur L1\ 
(occc1sion,1lly g,1bcndin e ) breech es , ta \, ·n kn ee -len g th 
\,·ooll en so ck s, c1 smc1rt g reen , ·-n ec ked long-s!ee, ·ed 
r ibb ed pull-over o, ·er c1 fa\nl short-slee, ·ed c1e rt ex 
sh irt (a 'di shcloth'), ,, ·ith the \-VLA tie for fo rmal 
\,·ectr. Topped by c1 bro,,Ti felt 'pork pie ' hc1t \, ·ith th e 
WLA bc1dge on the bc1nd. The \\'hol e ,, ·c1s compl e ted by 
c1 good quc1lity melton 3/ -l length brown o, ·erco,1t. For 
parad es c1nd rallie s, the vVLA nrmband \\'c1S c1lso ,, ·orn 
on the left e1rm. The colour reflected ec1ch fi\'e \·enrs of 
sen ·ice. Girls c1lso recei , ·ed hc1lf-dic1mond cloth bad ges 
to sev-1 on for ec1ch six months of sen ·ice. 

Uniform - Worlci11g 
The Wo rking Uniform consisted of brown dun gnrees 

\,·ith rn 1tch ing j 1ckl't m d :--t' I'\ t'd ltir mu ·h ,1 tlw \\ \ rk . 
\\ 'c llin s tl)l1 bl ) )IS \\ 't' l'l' iSSllt'd \\"ht'l1 ,1, ·,1iL1l k . . 111d 
:--l)l11L' g irl:--l't'l..L'i, ·cd ll',1tlwr .mkk L)Pllt:--. F\l!'L'lllt'' , 1 

hnt , CL)ld ,rnd inc kn wn t \\'L'<llhl·r kd ll) 111 rn, u1h'll1 ·1,11 
,·,ni ,1til)I'\S l11 thl.' u nifnr m . This , ,lrlt '\.i trum du1 ~- 1r1..'1..':-­
,:ut dl)\, ·n intt) :--hl1rts ltn Ill)! :--umnwr:--, t ) l ukr l.1, l' !':--\)I 
u1wffi c i,1l lwmt' -kn its , St'.1r,·l' :--. :Tll,\ L':--, l) 1!.1,.-Ll\ ·,1 ..... 
cc.),1ts ,1nd t'\ 't' ll t1ld s 1cb ltt'd l'l'Ltnd \, ·ith l 111 kr t\, 11w' 

.-\ccommod.1tion 

L111tisirls \\'l' rL' l•ilkkd \\' ith th1..' Lll'l111..'r, 111 L\llL\~t' .... 
lH, ,b lwr L', u, ·t'r tlw St.1L1 k :--L'I' in thL' F,11'111 l,tt.1gl' . 

The Kc11 t ,1,cll L1111tl : \r111 !I 

The g ir ls ,1t Kt·nt\\ L'll this \\ L'L'kt·nd ,ll'1..' rq)rt ' :--l't1t1ng 
\'clrit l llS cll'L',1S of \\' l'r" in \\"hi ·h I ,1nd !'1rl-. \\ 1..' r1..' 

eng,1gcd: ,1s tr,1 ·tL)f' \\ 'l)rk l' I':--. hL1r-.t' \,·l1111t·n, ,tt,c k ht' rd , 
,1nd ,1 r,1tlL'r. The uniltHrns \\'L)!'n ,ll't' \ll'lg1n,ll:--. 1.' \' nt·d 
,rnd CL)lk ctcd l,, · th ():--t' \\ 'L'cHing tht ' l11. lrrt' gul n 1t1t' ' 
m ,1,· bL' d ut' (,1:--:--l)l11L' did I t) l ud,m ,· tlw ll't' llli L)!' . :·, 

beecn1se 1wt L' \ t'l'\' l)l1t' hc1:--111c1n l~t•d c1 ruli ,l't t' I i--1t , ·L'!'. 
. ' . 

l,mt,l'ell ' ::; .\"0 11 L,uzcl : \rn1 _11 Ci;.-i/ i ,111::; 
Tlw re is ,1 d et,1chmcnt \ ) I he \\ .\ ) l11L' 1-. \ .\)lunLH \ 
Se n ·icl' ( \\'\ 'S ) scn·ing t1..'1 ,11hl j,1111 :,·.1,i, \) tlw 
\\'L)rke rs ,rnd me,1t ~•iL' :--fl)r lu11clw:--. .-\1:-li HP111L' ( ;uM d , 
. .'\RP \, ·c1rdens c1nd sundn · L)tlwr:--. Ct)l1I cc cd \\ h ht' 
tcnm L)r f1L)l. Th e militc1r:· ~t' ntkmcn ,HL' ~•rl)'}' t' ­
requ isition the huu:--e ft)r the th r,1lit)n l)t th1..' \\ .M . 

The Participants 
Theist• lc1king pc1rt 111 ,111:· KL' lll\ ,·t, 11 I,L' - ·rt',l ll)f1 
c1h, ·a: ·s m ,1intain ' tir::-.t pe r:--L)n· ch,1r,1c lL'n:--,1tiun . h )r 
thi :::; L r1;1 i:,:n l~ \, ·e Mt' b,1:--i11g llltr,t 'h' ,, 111 .-\ p il I cJ .1 . 

\!l )St t,1ke pc1rt in t)ur Tud u r 1't•-Cr L',1 1p11-. ,rnd "l, , u i.:h 
th t' -Ws bug" \,·hen thl', . llW · ~)M t n lw ·i...: ·n , ·I 
JcJ.Li ' l'\'L'lll. ThL' tr<lCtL)l' cil'l \ •r-. ,111 it•lll/1~ 1 1 ,l lllt,ll 
\ intc1ge tr ,1ctor club 

Kentwell Requisitioned 
Kent,, ·e ll \,·as rcqui _iti o ned dunn g · ·11 ,h ,1 b i:-; 
Tr an sit Cc1mp . In 199 5, tu co mm cmo r,1 L' \ T Dc1:·, \\ 'L • 

held 'K ent \,·e ll 19-!5 ' re-crc,1tin ,, h , Tr ,111-,it cc1mp ,1t 
th e tim e of VE dny. If yo u \,·o uld lih..c· o t,1kl' pe1r 111 
nny of our en •nt s, pi ' <l ·c \\'rit e in , \ ·ith ,1 '::>:\E . 

Next Re-Creations 
WWII - Augus t 5 & 6; October 1-l & 15 
Tud o r - Et1s tn: Ap ril 21 to 2-!, Clll i ti l't·11':, T11,lt1r 
Acf it1it ics: Ap ril 25 to 29; . !t1_11 Day: , pri l 3() to . la_' 1 

\V/1it: \,fa y 27 to 29 Gren/ A11111111I : Jun 18 to Ju i 9 ·b 

KENTWELL HALL • LONG MELFORD • SUFFOLK COl0 9BA • 01787 310207 

LONCi°MELFORD. Kentwell Hall: 
Land Girls on the Farm - members of 
the ~omen's Land Army portrayed 
working on a war time farm, 111 am-
6pm, adults £6.70/children £4.55. 
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